: Fixed by reality,
immovable hazards,

and checkable
facts.

Primary takeaway: Intelligence 1s not a single
hidden variable waiting to be discovered.
It is a multidimensional pattern mapped by
repeated, resistant contact with reality.

: Fixed by local

social agreement,
rhetoric, and
cultural priority.
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The historical failure of
intelligence research
1s a feature, not a bug.

3. Fails: The theory
-/ breaks entirely on edge
cases nobody anticipated.

AT

1. Proposed:

A new theory is introduced
as a ‘discovery’ (e.g., O

Reward optimization,

symbol manipulation, IQ).

4. Abandoned:
y The definition is
absorbed or discarded.

| Theta t|
1s expanding

\
\

"

Every generation announces what

intelligence really is, and every
subsequent generation finds it

incomplete.

2. Illuminates: The
theory perfectly fits the

specific cases its authors
had in mind. {Tf

The definitions aren't converging.

They are cycling. ,ffﬁ
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Concepts are forged in the space between objective reality and cultural rhetoric.

N

\

Pure Discovery

The belief that intelligence is
a fixed target, like a physical
constant or chemistry.

by
'

™

s

,

\ "//7 J
S

f

W

Weak Realism

The synthesized middle ground.

Theta, =H, U S 5
: 1 t t p Il-lt = II':ih.I
(Candidate space equals Hard Core plus Soft Periphery) /

IH l@ Hard Core (H): The immovable center forced by O
1

reality. It stabilizes as evidence accumulates.

i
Soft Periphery (S): The shifting edges fixed by 5.2
cultural emphasis. It never stops moving. s

#

i

Pue Constitution

The belief that inteliigence is
entirely a social construct with

no external truth.

|"'\-|

.............




Pure set intersection permanently destroys the truth after one mistake.

%f

Candidate Definitions

If we only ever narrow our options
without a mechanism for recovery, a
single piece of bad evidence—one
biased source or mistaken
observation—permanently ruins the
chance of finding the right answer.

Mistaken Constraint —

N




o
i

Diagnostic Lens

E Raw claim

Not all evidence deserves equal
authority to change our minds.

Lens 1 (Causal Directness (d_i))

s the failure intrinsic to the system, or just an extended chain of circumstantial bad luck?

Lens 2 (Severity Calibration (s_1i))

Does the actual risk match the dramatized worst-case scenario?

Lens 3 (Closure (c_1i))

Is this truly a closed door, or are there hidden escape routes being omitted?

Lens 4 (Source Independence (q_i))
Would this claim still survive if a total stranger said it?

Fidelity Weight (w_i): 0.74

The Fidelity Functional: w_i=d_I*s_I*c_I * q_I

Fidelity is not a measure of correctness—it is the measure of how much authority an elimination deserves.
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Complex systems adapt to failure in staggered, disconnected phases

Timeline & Coupling Diagrams
Case 1: The Dutch Floods

Interface Lag

Interface Lag

Tegass

!

Physical flood

Lag: Multi-century

Institutional
triggers water-governance laws

Case 2: Childhood Vocabulary

Interface Lag

Lag: Years

Perception:
Child perfectly distinguishes
a cow from a dog visually

[
Y

e

Spoken Vocabulary:
Stops calling
both “doggie”

Wl

I

Declaring a problem
solved is not the same as
reorganizing the system
underneath it.

Subsystem-Indexed Repair:
We cannot treat a system
(a government, a child)
as having a single mind.
We must measure nominal
closure against
operational closure.
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Cultures engineer exaggerated contrasts to train boundary recognition.

Maxi M ' d(a,c) >>0 AR
i |< aximum Margin (d(a,c) ) ,‘ Inadmissible /
Admissible The Counterfoil

=
LAt : Bl e
r =
|
7 4
The Kalabari practice of presenting an intentionally absurd wrong answer. v
By making the wrong answer unmissably wrong, learners practice recognizing A
the shape of a boundary cheaply, before the stakes get high. /i

The counterfoll is training wheels for a classifier.
It teaches the shape of failure. -'
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INTELLIGENCE /]

T

R A

L/

L]

Knowing the right answer and actually doing it are not the same skill. Most of
what we call “foolishness” is a failure of implementation, not recognition.

m-r. — e e e
|
L+

casy 0.83
tews Bo38
od; @

I - Recognition
The probability of correctly
classifying what is right.

r 1

=
L' -

The bucket-and-basket test:
purely perceptual, high
clarity, low resistance.

|, - Implementation

The probability of actually executing
the right choice against resistance.

r =
9
@
L II_J

Sharing the last drink with
elders: total clarity of the

rule, intense motivational

struggle to follow it.
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True competence is proven by surviving the transfer test.

Implementation (Low to High)

Recognition (Low to High)

A

zef.

Ignorance

Neither the boundaxy
nor the enactment
is in place.

Weakness

The boundary 1is seen
clearly, but not held
to under pressure.

ref.

Luck or Habit

Correct behavior
without underlying
understanding.

Competence

Both recognized and
reliably enacted.

Recognition (Low to High)

Correct behavior alone cannot distinguish Habit from Competence. Transferability to

a novel environment is the only mathematical proof of true competence.

T ref.

adij.
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Competence words are heavily compressed bundles of sub-skills.

Compression is not reduction.

A label summarizes a bundle for
everyday convenience, but it does |
not destroy the underlying territory. |

atap——t
|
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Language sacrifices predictive precision to purchase coordination.

Communicative Cost

(Cognitive/Social load)

I A Infinite Vocabulary

5

High cost, zero error.
W Perfect for an isolated mind. i

Single Word Compressors
e.qg., Intelligence, Creativity.

Low cost, tolerable error.
Optimized for social coordination.

e Explanatory Error | >

(Loss of precision) |

Single words survive not because they are perfectly correct, but because
they are efficient. The savings in everyday communication outweigh
the cost of the small predictive errors they introduce.
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The internal architecture of a concept adapts to the domain it maps.

Intelligence

Recognition

INPUT ANALYS5IS: 1688.22

4’& _

Evaluation
ﬂ o JUDGHENT: 83.15%

Creativity

Domain Expertise

KNOWLEDGE BASE: 186.8

Social Uptake

Implementation Generation

Persistence

OUTPUT EXECUTION: @81.18 1DEATION: 12.40

RESILIENCE: 89.88

EXTERNAL VALIDATION: 85.8

' SIMPLE RECURSIVE LOOP.

l...? NODES.

.

The structure of recursive compression transports perfectly
to 'Creativity,' but the exact geometry changes. It splits

into evaluation/generation, but requires external

validation axes that intelligence never needed.

|
EXPANDED STRUCTURE: 3 CORE '

L

NODES + 2 EXTERNAL M{ES._I




Rhetorical eliminations rely entirely on borrowed authority.

CAUTION: DIAGNOSTIC - MORAL PANIC

% Calibration

-\._l'-‘. ."'-\. ‘ ‘
| N

S\ ] A culture fails not by
reasoning badly in a
\ \ ) vague sense, but by
Borrowed Authority treating low-quality
(1 - Source Independence) eliminations as if
they were high-
guality ones.

Directness

Directness

r /The Signature of Bad
Reasoning: Mistaking a

rhetorically ampilified,

authority-dependent

warning for a reality-
\fnrced elimination. /,I Closure v Calibration

Fr
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Independent recovery is the ultimate test of reality.

il
=

1930s Structural Linguistics
Theoretical, behavioral approach.

3 dP
I y =382+ —
: A

- 5.6857.1
WRGE 48 + 282

7 g +

L
_ 5.8169.1 A

J- F
R
B+ 3 'y

F-'":-:.'h"

2010s Intracranial Neuro-electrodes
Physical, biolegical approach.

Strong Independence:

Different theories + Different instruments + Temporal impossibility of contamination. When two utterly
unconnected fields find the same structure, it is no longer survival by attrition; it is active confirmation.

& NotebookLM



g.0%

Intelligence is a structurally forced compression, not a hidden variable.

Hard Core

Optometrist's Phoropter .l e Soft Periphery

E—— %

W iy
& I | . &
g
| ot T
R\ Inhi, b (RE::£J7 | |
> Effort fim

o

B

The goal of science is not to find a single hidden essence, but to rigorously map
which parts of the bundle belong to reality, and which parts belong to rhetoric.

5.94
ED
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