The Architecture of Impunity

Continuation, Control, and the Allocation of Uncertainty.
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Forced Loss. elect DSS The Underdetermined
Region.
Losses mandated by Exclusions tracking Losses whose true nature
genuine physical/resource private capacity and IS hidden by missing
constraints. lesignated identity. evidence and strategic
opacity.

“There was no alternative” is a counterfactual claim, not a law of physics.
The politics of loss is the active, institutional choice to stabilize selected loss
as necessary loss by holding it indefinitely in the underdetermined region.
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The Shared Future The Expensive Future

For insulated actors,
private capacity expands
to replace the commons.

r (Q)

commaon

For vulnerable actors,
reachable futures collapse.

A crisis is modeled as a shift in trajectory. In the "Expensive Future,” continuation is no
longer supplemented by private capacity—it must be exclusively purchased by it.
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Exit Feedback Loop

Common conditions
decline (Q |)

Further decline of Relative value of

common conditions e private arks/bunkers
(Q l) (ThE SUWIVablllt}’ of the powerful rises (V exit T)
becomes completely decoupled from =

the quality of the shared world).

Insulated elites divest
broad investment in the
commons (|_broad |)

Building the Ark and Conjuring the Flood.
Floods have value to the holders of Arks; assets that protect against deterioration become
relatively more valuable as the world burns.
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arget:
' Overlap with human task space.

' Result:

- Synthetic humans, replacement,
capability concentration.

Trajectory:
' Model -» Synthetic Human -» Supersession

The Augmentation Objective (M)

Target:

Enlargement of the Continuation
Set available to a human.

Result:

Expanded human capacity,
distributed expertise,
_complementarity.

Trajectory:
Tool -» Expanded Capability

The Forgotten Specification.

AGlI is not a law of physics. It is a contingent design variable (O € D) misclassified as
an external constraint (O € K) due to sunk capital and institutional momentum.
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Capacity

N Cry >

(Aggregate System
Capability rises)

Absorbed Expertise / Centralization

> ‘,U (r Hay )
(The worker’s

Continuation Set
contracts)

Time / Automation

Capability Gain # Continuation Gain. An economy can grow infinitely more capable in the
aggregate while simultaneously restricting the admissible futures of its participants.
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The Multi-class Workplace vs. The Optimized Fragmentation

The Multi-class Workplace The Optimized Fragmentation

Algorithmic Model / Polling

ONGRO,
®
O\ e
®

@

@

Edges carry information, trust, and shared stakes.

Deindustrialization and data-driven politics destroyed structural adjacency.
Solidarity is not a sentiment; it is a structural property of a connected graph.
We traded organizations that act with voters for models that estimate them.




The Diagnostic Typology Matrix

The Three Vectors

Alignment for individual 1i:
Z s =5 (@, Ry 349)

- C (Continuation): Ability to keep
reachable futures.

- K (Control): Ability to shape rules.

- € (Epistemic): Ability to establish
why a loss occurred.

Causal Dependence

Low on all 3 vectors.
Relying entirely on an
account of your own loss
supplied by the entity
that allocated it.

Complete Impunity

High on all 3 vectors.
The actor least exposed
to a loss sets the rules
producing it and
controls the evidence
explaining it.
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The Epistemic Capacity Sequence (€)

\

€S (Specification) Epistemic capacity is a

Power over the categories that sequence, not a scalar.
determine what evidence must exist.

Controlling the initial
classification dictates the

entire downstream reality
propagates tci e_D (Data) of the crisis.

The ability to produce and retain evidence.

propagatesto | €_A (Audit)
- -
'he ability to independently verify.

sropagates to € I (Interpretation)

The authority whose account is
accepted by institutions.
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XAI Southaven Case Study: Epistemic Capture

Specification

XAI categorizes 59 massive methane gas turbines as
‘temporary-mobile’ to avoid standard emissions rules.

Data

Because of this classification, the regulator’s
knowledge relies entirely on the operator’s voluntary
disclosure. Regulatory record lags physical reality by
weeks.

Interested Epistemic
Dependence (i <*; j)

The regulator relies on the

regulated party for data, and

the regulated party has a
vested interest in the
classification.

3

Audit / Interpretation

The gqqern{meqt intervenes ?n close the citizen
> suit, citing ‘national security’ (Borrowed
Necessity), moving the loss into I_U.
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The Underdetermined Region

\\—-A third party with large control capacity (e.g.,
military/national security) adopts an operator’s

claim that a loss is unavoidable, placing the
counterfactual test out of public reach. I

\\—-A legal or administrative disposition
closes the forum without deciding the
merits. The loss is never proven selected,
but the audit path is destroyed.

Key Insight: Selected loss doesn’'t need to be defended on its merits. It only needs to
remain unresolved in a region the institutions never oblige anyone to clear.
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The Incumbent Loop The Counter-Path

Case Study 1:
Counter-Measurement (Flint)

Independent citizen sampling and
pediatrician blood-lead data
displaced the state’s official

| narrative, shifting control (k)
to federal oversight.

Control-conditioned
persistence.

The official account

maintains asymmetzry. Case Study 2:

Counter-Specification
(Pandemic Triage)

Disability rights groups

successfully contested explicit

triage rules; studies proved
SOFA scores embedded racial

selection within ‘neutral’
constraints.

The underdetermined region can be cleared. What clears it is not better
argument, but the redistribution of the capacity to know.
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Designing for Resolvability

Observabillity by Rule

Attach reporting duties to the physical
activity itself, not easily manipulated
administrative categories.

Preservation of Audit Paths

Closing citizen-lawsuit routes must
require publicly examined reasons.

Comrunity Monitoring with Standing

Volunteer thermal imaging and citizen
sampling kits must carry legal standing
to trigger review.

Public Specification of Population

Boundaries of who is affected must be
drawn by exposure (downwind realities),
not arbitrary state jurisdictions.

Core Goal: Epistemic redistribution must push losses out of the black box, forcing them to be

classified as genuinely forced constraints (I'_F) or exposed as selected exclusions (I'_S).
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The ‘Expensive Future’ assumes Hereness (Doikayt).

the shared world is ending, and . S b
organizes its politics around the commitment to absor Oss

differential survivability of the collectively rather than export

chosen. / . It.

We must measure our systems—whether artificial intelligence or political economy—by
what they make reachable for people, not by their capacity to replace them.
The allocation of uncertainty is the allocation of loss.




