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Intercalatio: De Loco et Rebus

The courtyard iLs rectangular.

Stone defines L.

The ground iLs paved in alternating slLabs, Light
and dark, not perfectly aligned, but consistent
enough to be taken as intention.

Water runs through a narrow channel cut into the
center.

It moves slowly.

A basin interrupts the channel.

Circular. Shallow. The surface reflects only
what Us directly above Lt.

AlLong the edges: columns, evenly spaced, not
tdentical. Their bases worn differently. Thelr
capttals intact.

Between the columns: air. Light. Dust sus-
pended.

The walls hold markings. Not alLl are Legible.
Some are shallow, as Lf traced once and aban-
doned. Some are deeper, repeated until the
surface gave way.

One mark appears again:
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It iLs not emphasized.

A door iLs set into the far wall. Wood. Rein-
forced. Closed.

The handlLe shows use. The hinges do not. The
threshold Ls worn.

Above: open sky. No obstruction. Light enter-
tng without iLnterruption.

A sound Ls present.

Not continuous. Not absent.

Drip

The source iLs not immediately visible. It is
not concealed.

In the corner: a vessel, empty or nearly empty.
Its interior marked by a Line indicating a
previous Level.

A second vessel nearby. Not aligned. Closer
to the wall. Unmarked.

The difference Ls small.

It remains.

No one enters.

No one Leaves.



The arrangement persists. Not perfectly. Suffi-
citently.

Drip
Nothing Ls explained.

Nothing requires explanation.



Incoherentia I: De Pulsu et Causa

Midday in Cdérdoba. The Light Ffalls not gently but with incision,
dividing the courtyard Lnto regions of clarity and remainder. Limestone
returns the sun without mercy. Edges declare themselves. Surfaces
admit no ambiguity.

Beneath a stretched canvas awning there Ls arranged a table of modest
dimensiton yet exact proportion. Upon Lt are Laild instruments not in
ornament but iLn sequence: brass, Linen, ceramic, water. Each object
occuples a place that is neither arbitrary nor explained. The order
Ls sufficient.

Averroes sits cross-Legged. The posture Ls not affectation but economy.
His hands bear the record of repetition: iLnk embedded in the folds,
faint scars crossing the knucklLes where blade has met resistance. He
does not display them. They are already known.

Before him, a man of Labor. The shoulder is swollen, the skin drawn
taut and bright with heat. The body speaks in gradients.

Around them, students in a semicircle. Thelr arrangement is not
symmetrical, yet Lt resolves into balance. They Lean forward not in
unitson but Ln convergence.

At the rear, a figure remains still. Hood drawn. Presence withheld
rather than concealed.

Averroes takes the patient’s wrist. Thumb and forefinger find the
pulse without search. His eyes close, not iLn contemplation but in
subtraction.

There Ls no sound of the pulse. Yet the air acquires a rhythm, faintly,
as though breath itself had been persuaded into measure.

He releases the wrist.
He does not immediately Look at the wound.

He Looks instead to the basin of water. Then to the angle of shadow
cast along the wall. Time iLs read indirectly, as one reads the
consequence rather than the declaration.

AVERROES

The pulse is fast but regular. The heat iLs Localized. The skin is
red, not darkened. This tells us the body is reacting, not failing.

A student Leans forward. The question arrives already sharpened.
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STUDENT
Master, how can we be certain this reaction is the ir=+, and not merely
the sign?

Averroes turns. SlLowly. Not to correct, but to preserve the question
from collapse.

AVERROES

Because signs repeat. Causes persist. If you confuse them, you will
chase shadows until the patient dies of patience.

A murmur, restraitned. Some assent, some hesitation. The distinction
has not yet settled.

STUDENT

But some say iLllLness is a test. That the body suffers because God
wishes Lt so.

The statement does not disrupt the circle. It diffuses through iLt,
finding places to rest.

Averroes adjusts his grip on the Lancet. Not defensive. Grounding.

AVERROES
If you believe that, you may pray. Prayer iLs not forbidden here.

A pause. Not rhetorical. Functional.

AVERROES
But Lf you stay, you will observe first. Intention does not substitute
for attention.

He raises the Lancet. The blade receitves the Light and returns Lt
without distortion.

AVERROES

This tool has no theology. It cuts whether you are righteous or cruel.
That Ls not blasphemy. That is reliability.

The incision is small. Exact. The patient flinches, then exhales as
pressure releases. FLuiLd emerges, dark, edged with amber. It collects
without urgency.

The courtyard contracts, then resumes.

Averroes cleans the wound. The gesture iLs continuous, unbroken by
commentary.

At the edge of the courtyard, in shadow, a vessel releases water into
another. Drop by drop. No emphasis is given. No explLanation offered.
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The sound iLs present.

AVERROES
When you see suffering, do not ask first what God intends. Ask what
the body is doing. Healing Leaves traces. So does decay.

A beat.

AVERROES

If you refuse to read those traces, you will call ignorance plety and
negligence humility.

The binding iLs applied. Firm, but not excessive.

The patient nods. Gratitude expressed without words.

Students disperse, sLowly, carrying fragments of the demonstration
with them. Not all fragments are compatible.

The hooded figure remains.

Averroes packs his tnstruments. Each returned to iLts place, though
no place has been declared.

He pauses.
Not turning.
Acknowledgment withheld, or deferred.

The vessel continues Lts work.
Drip.
Drip.

Drip.

10



Incoherentia II: De Lege et Negligentia

The Light that enters the hall iLs the same Light as in the courtyard,
yet Lt arrives disciplined. It is filtered through Lattice and divided
tnto geometry. What was previously direct iLs now mediated.

The air is cooler. Not by accident, but by construction.

Bodies are arranged iLn rows, each posture calibrated to stgnal attention
without iLntimacy. Scrolls are present, but unopened. Authority resides
not in reading, but in the possibility of reference.

At the center, elevated without ostentation, sits Averroes.
The instruments have changed. The hands have not.

Before him stand two men. Between them, an absence: a wall that once
held.

JUNIOR JURIST

The matter before the court concerns injury sustained during the
collapse of a retaining wall on the eastern works. The question is
whether =c=:7 may be assigned.

The word does not settle easily. It remains suspended, as though
awatting a structure capable of receiving it.

AVERROES
Let the builder speak.

The builder does not Look at the injured man. His gaze fixes just
above the assembly, as Lf addressing a height that might absolve him.

BUILDER

The wall stood as walls stand. Stone upon stone. Mortar mixed as my
father taught me. It fell because God willed it to fall.

A murmur. Not resistance. Relief.
The statement requires no verification.

BUILDER
Who am I to argue with the decree of the Most High?

The Laborer shifts. Pain is visible, but not yet admissible.

LABORER
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I was beneath iLt, my Lord. I heard a crack before Lt fell. Like dry
wood.

The builder’s jaw tightens.

BUILDER
Stone cracks when God commands LE.

Averroes Lowers his eyes. The stylus marks the tablet. The motion is
small, but not negligible.

AVERROES
How Long had the wall stood?

BUILDER
Two seasons. Nearly three.

AVERROES
And the mortar?

BUILDER
Lime and sand. As always.

AVERROES
From which quarry came the stone?

The hesttation Ls brief. It is sufficient.

BUILDER

The northern cut. Cheaper transport.
Averroes Looks up. Not accusing. Locating.

AVERROES

The northern stone fractures along internal seams when improperly
cured. It demands thicker mortar and Longer setting time.

The room tightens. A structure begins to form.

JUNIOR JURIST

Qadi, iLf I may—does this not presume that the wall obeys »uiusww rather
than divine immediacy?

The question does not seek answer alone. It seeks boundary.

Averroes does not respond immediately. He Looks instead at the
Laborer’s arm.
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AVERROES

If I said the arm broke because God willed iLt, would you refuse the
spLint?

Unease enters. It does not dissipate.

JUNIOR JURIST
No, my Lord, but-

AVERROES
Then you already believe that God’s will iLncludes i»ouwrsim,

A pause. Longer than required.

AVERROES

Law cannot function Lf injury is inscrutable. If every collapse is
miracle, then no craft exists—only Luck and prayer.

He turns to the builder.

AVERROES

You chose cheaper stone. You reduced mortar. VYou hurried the setting.
These are ir=ses,

The word does not dissolve.

AVERROES
God did not conceal them from you.

The builder bows. The motion iLs correct. The interior is not.
Averroes writes.

AVERROES

Judgment: suieesie,

Compensation iLs owed. The injured man will recelve wages for the
season Lost, paid by the builder’s guild.

The stylus presses more firmly than before.

The word remains.

The Laborer exhales. Relief and disbelief coexist without resolving.
The builder withdraws. Containment replaces defense.

The court prepares to proceed. Continuity reasserts Ltself.
Vet something has been introduced that does not return to prior state.
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JUNIOR JURIST

Qadi.. some will say that this ruling Limits God.
Averroes Looks at him. Not as superior, but as instrument.

AVERROES
No.

A pause.

AVERROES

It Limits vcriz=ses,
Stlence. Not absence of sound, but suspension of interpretation.

At the side wall, recessed iLn stone, a vessel continues iLts work.
The same rhythm as before.

Vet now Lt is no Longer iLgnorable.
Drip.
Drip.

Drip.
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Incoherentia III: De Voce et FLumine

The street does not admit geometry.

Where the court iLmposed alignment, the market dissolves it. Movement
replaces arrangement. Sound replaces structure. The air is no Longer
divided but saturated.

Vendors speak across one another without conflict. Calls overlap, not
as argument but as accumulation. Meaning does not reside iLn sequence,
but iLn density.

Averroes walks without escort. His pace iLs neither hurried nor sLow.
It adjusts, continuously, to the flows Lt encounters.

The smell of spice, Leather, heat, and dust forms a composite that
reststs separation.

At the far end of the street, a voice rises.
Not Louder than the others.
But Lt does not dissipate.

PREACHER

7= dLrs=xL AT 01179 3L A7N00LS, 1172 ALIAT ATeY Ars ALLLx $ILLY ALISTY, [17= ©xeA 1L
ITX7=4T ACILX £IC Aot ATLY [irA,

Some turn. Not aLL.
The voice continues, uninterrupted by the Lack of universal attention.

PREACHER

$7¢ 15 177 3729¢ s u7z2x sLazLLs, TL 15 177 s7101LE 17 172x se2sLs, TL €70 171 xL5LM 57 1T
nz= Jett iLexq Tid,

Averroes does not stop.
But his trajectory bends.

PREACHER

7= seu? ATIs iLecs 17 ATy, 172 setr? ATIS 42951 =7007A, [17= seti? ATL AZxDC |5 TLIC 174L1TLx Ml
ALSLYS,

The word emerges again, but Lt does not stabilize the Line.

PREACHER

VTLxL 15 97 st VTLxL 15 701 Alfsli, XLALALY 03 LLLxl 1199077, CLYIX70LE /1 LLLx! (19907,

A small crowd gathers. Not in formation. In attraction.
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The Arabic does not translate. It expands.

PREACHER

1172 sLLt sLx1011W ALAR2SL 072 sLex [1ILxx 2571, (172 3210€ SHIL IS SLve=SL 172 309177 LIC2XL 1T
ITL A7x[1C Jrll 171 xLV=x1 17 H7= rS 17 = L/’JL’\'I,

A man Laughs. Not in mockery. In recognition.

PREACHER

N=1ATr 12 11 ©708 177 xL1=2x17 AT 1= ITL sixL C7LS 171 3=2x17 AT 1= 1TL slecL ©708 171 v=17
AT I=Z ITL ALl 910985 7L ©0 £9C =015 ATL 1L/ ANT 727 xLes717

The words do not resolve into argument. They circulate.
Averroes stops.
Not at the center. SlLightly to the side.

AVERROES
If the blLade does not cut, then Lt iLs no Longer a blade.

The preacher turns.
The space between them does not close.

PREACHER

7% S5LXTr% 113238 79001 ATLA 37 4109FLY,

AVERROES

Then no command could be trusted. Not even yours.

A pause.

The crowd Leans without moving.

PREACHER

Vx=291 15 177 $ILLD 17 ITL A7xhc, 115 41401 17 b7°,

AVERROES
And yet you speak to men.

The preacher smiles. Not concession. Not victory.
Continuation.

PREACHER

Aeisrase AT s,
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The answer does not close the exchange. It redirects it into a space
without boundary.

g dgiall OV Y E o) OV
The crowd thickens. Not uniformly.
Some withdraw. Some advance. No equilibrium iLs reached.

AVERROES
If there Ls no sr=sc, then there Ls no medicine. No craft. No Law.

PREACHER

ATLY LI AT =i,

The words do not strike. They dissolve and reappear in different
positions.

PREACHER

AT 172 selifs $A7ADBLCSL 15 Tedlr, AT 072 sells [10A [s xL5LINIT72, ATer 0#7= Sefife ALALSIN |5
LZ9LNVCU7IT Y Tes 171 1LY MLLT ALIxcrliLY,

Averroes does not respond.
Not because there iLs nothing to say.
Because the form of response has been displaced.

The sound of water returns.
Not Localized.
Distributed.

Drip.

From somewhere unseen.

Drip.

Not synchronized with itself.
Drip.

The crowd begins to move again. Not dispersing. Reconfiguring.

The preacher continues speaking.

But now the words are no Longer contained within the figure.

They appear in fragments, carried by others, altered, repeated,
misremembered.

17 vezse, 17 3Tre1, 17 sici14,
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Averroes resumes walking.
The street does not restore his path.

He exits not by completion, but by divergence.
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Incoherentia IV: De Scriptura et Fragmento

The Library is not silent.
It contains silence.

Between movements. Between the turning of pages. Between the settling
of dust that does not cease to fall.

Shelves rise beyond iLmmediate perception, not because they are infinite,
but because they refuse to resolve into a single field of vieuw.
Knowledge Ls stored not as unity, but as adjacency.

Averroes enters without announcement.

He does not search.

He navigates.

A table stands near the center. Upon Lt: a manuscript, partially

unrolled. Not new. Not ancient. In a state that resists classifica-
tion.

The Lnk varties.
Not in color.
In Lntention.

AVERROES
Who has been working here?

No answer.
Not absence. Deferral.

He sits.

The manuscript does not present itself Linearly. Sections begin
without origin. End without closure.

He reads.
On the persistence of is=4c across apparent interruption..

The Line ends.
Not with punctuation.
With vacancy.

Averroes does not react to the marginal note.

He continues.
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If one assumes that the world proceeds by »uicswww, then one must also
assume that deviation is eilther LLLustLon or Lgnorance.

A second hand enters.
Not physically.
Graphically.

7 x xLaLlie7,
Averroes places his hand flLat on the page.

Not to stop the text.
To Locate it.

AVERROES
This Ls not commentary.

A pause.

AVERROES
This Ls tLntrusion.

From the far end of the table, a volLce.
Not Loud.
AlLready present.

IBN ARABI

Or completion.

Averroes does not Look up immediately.
He finishes the Line that does not end.

AVERROES

Completion does not erase the original.

IBN ARABI

AT 072 elife 7x1460000 15 70 AT L =Ix97 [ieliLx 175 LIN7=1ILXLS,

Averroes LiLFts his hand.

The page beneath has shifted.
Not position.

Content.

If one assumes that the world proceeds by suicsstw, then one must also
assume that deviation iLs the faillure of perception.

The earlier sentence is not present.
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Not crossed out.
Not corrected.
Absent .

A L PR R T N
Averroes turns the page.

The text fragments further.

Columns appear without alignment.

The physician observes recurrence. ITL Jusis 7ssLxLLs si4=liexi,

Below them, a third Line.
Centered.
Unstable.

SOFHT oasLnEcY AT ITLE sonkg?

Averroes closes the manuscript.
Not abruptly.
As one closes a door that does not fully seal.

AVERROES
You have altered the text.

IBN ARABI

| TriL xLLLAILE AT 137208 177 3777011,

AVERROES
You have made Lt unreliable.

IBN ARABI

7= TeLrL 11990407 303110 =7x 12T,

A stlence follows.
Not empty.
Layered.

Averroes opens the manuscript again.
The pages are no Longer iLn sequence.
Some repeat.
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Some contradict.
Some refuse to align with the page margins.

2 b
el K el ol b s b gl
A drop of water falls onto the page.
No source Ls visible.
The iLnk does not bLur.
It shifts.

yr=te @appears again.
But not where Lt was written.

Averroes watches.
Not the word.
Its relocation.

AVERROES
If the text does not hold, then nothing holds.

IBN ARABI

7 x LLLXINTI14 €705, 11 £ ©ISSLXLN Arll,

The manuscript remains open.
It does not invite fFurther reading.

It persists.

Somewhere above, unseen, the sound continues.
Drip.

This time, onto parchment.

Drip.

The page absorbs nothing.

Drip.

Vet the text has changed.
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Incoherentia V: De Multiplicatione Narrationum

The fountain did not remain where Lt occurred.

It moved.

Not in stone or water, but iLn speech.

At the northern market, Lt was sald that the water rose before the
call to prayer.

At the southern gate, Lt was said that the call itself caused the
rising.

In the quarter of the Leather workers, the story was told differently
again: that the water hesitated, as Lf awaiting permission.

No one described the same sequence.

No one described a different event.

FIRST MERCHANT

It rose all at once. No delay. As Lf :» had been walting.

SECOND MERCHANT
No, there was a pause. A moment where nothing happened. Then suddenly-

FIRST MERCHANT

—then suddenly, yes, but not as you say. It was already rising.

The disagreement does not resolve.
It does not escalate.

It persists.

Atsha stands among them.
She does not correct.
She Listens.

SECOND MERCHANT

I saw Lt. The basin was stilLL. Then the sound came. Then the water
moved.

THIRD MERCHANT

There was no sound. Only the motion.

FIRST MERCHANT
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The motion was the sound.

The accounts do not cancel.
They accumulate.

Atsha writes without Looking at the page.

VTL LLLN TrS SLATAL NS 7AY Ixr15015817, 171 AT Tr55LILY 321 1TL STASL IL=1 11 1T 75L AT7 sexxILT
N, LesT sexxttl14 claLxs 1TL STesL, 1790 7= 1TLY exL Ax714, V7L 7= 1TLJ rxL v7450LL,

She stops.

Reads what she has written.

The sentences are not the sentences she intended.
They are not wrong.
They are not hers.

AISHA

Which account do you believe?

SECOND MERCHANT
ALL of them. None of them. Does it matter?

A pause that functions as an answer.

The fountain has become multiple.
Not in reality.
In reconstruction.

1= water rises
1¥c water obeys

17e water was commanded

The sentences begin to align.
Then drift.

Alsha steps back.
The crowd fills the space.

The stories continue without her.

She Listens once more.
Not fFor the content.
For the pattern.
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A repetition.
A shift.

A repetition again.

J1 €708 177 axLet, 12 axe1s=7x4s, 11 €705 179 axr15=7xd, 11 xL5LAS Cl==LxLni,
The sound returns.

Drip.

A pause.

Drip.

Not from the fountain.

Drip.

From somewhere else.
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Incoherentia VI: De Defectu et Calibratione

The first account did not circulate.
It failed.

Not publicly.
Not visibly.

But those present did not repeat it.

A basin was prepared.
The pipes aligned.
The timing observed.

The call was glven.
Nothing happened.
A delay.

[ cLivcn 15971 179T114, [V S ATL STeSL 72 LZSLAVANTY ANT729 22zl LN, ITL =7x1 7= ¢ J70711T 0

C7LS 177 HLY 055L0x A= GxLSSLS 040119 VTL S=x=os\L 7= AT S SLLY,
A second call.

A sLight movement.
Not upward.

Stdeways.

OBSERVER
It shifted.

SECOND OBSERVER
No, Lt trembled.

THIRD OBSERVER
It prepared.

The words do not coincide.
The water does not rise.
ENGINEER

The pressure—

26



The sentence halts.

ENGINEER
—the pressure was iLnsufficient.

SECOND OBSERVER
Or mistimed.

THIRD OBSERVER
Or iLnterrupted.

The possibilities multiply.
The event does not.

ase mechanism remains

1we timing falls
The phrases do not resolve into a single account.
.%ﬂ\@&uu\@&w\ﬁg

The engineer adjusts the valve.
Stightly.

A third call.
The water rises.
Cleanly.

Too cleanly.

FIRST OBSERVER
It obeyed.

SECOND OBSERVER
It corrected.

THIRD OBSERVER
It revealed iLtself.

The earlier fallure does not disappear.
It Ls not repeated.

D2 XLl 05 0 el x SLALAIT ATL S2ALSS, 171 LISISIL 321171 £35LN, £ 5XI7X 371514 =2Xx0 071 1T A1 711218
V7 STrGL AT S7117A LLLY ATLY N 1S 17 1'714Lx rv#97A0LT4LY,

The account that Leaves the courtyard Ls singular.
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MESSENGER
The water rose at the call.

Nothing else travels with LE.

Not the delay.
Not the sideways motion.
Not the adjustment.

1=c event stabilizes
1=c account simplifies

Atsha hears the report Later.
She reconstructs.

AISHA
There must have been-—

She pauses.
Not for Lack of explanation.
For excess.

AVTLxXL rxL 177 e 50ITS =x74 ATV ArS SLLY 17 AT 15 SelS, V77 el Axe15ss7x 401775 SLIALLY
TWEXXLNL 01C £0727, LT 50T xLd7LL05 S7A0TIN4 ©lzsixtN, LT 50T SxLsLxLLs s740TI14
Lise,

She sketches the basin.
The pipes.
The angles.

The Lines do not align.
She redraws them.

They align.

The water rises when pressure ex— ITL ArLx xISLs ATLY 1 I seliliLe 17 xIse,
ceeds resistance.

Belouw:

277 accounts persist

Atsha Looks at the page.

28



Then away.
Then back.

The alignment shifts.
Not on the page.
In iLnterpretation.

AISHA

If the first account iLs Lost, the second becomes = only account.

(A% 12 1TL SLAZIC 18 XLSLAILT L1724T, 11 SLA7JLS ITL =Ix9,

The statement does not resolve.
It Loops.

ALsha clLoses the notebook.
Opens Lt again.

The Lines remain.
But their order-—
-is no Longer certain.

e delay precedes
e rise follouws
1¥c account replaces

The sequence stabilizes.
Then slLips.

The sound returns.
Drip.

A pause.
Longer than before.

Drip.

A second drop.
ALmost simultaneous.

Drip.
Not quite aligned.

Dot b e S Lo
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Incoherentia VII: De Observatione et Dispositione

Atsha returns to the fountain.
Not to see LE.

To see how Lt Ls seen.

The basin iLs stiLL.
No call.
No crowd.

Only the structure remains.

1=e basin holds

1=c plpes remain

1=e pressure waits
She walks around iLE.

Stops.
Steps back.

The angle changes.
The basin does not.

AT ATe4LS 15 177 ITL 73UV 323 ITL xLIe77 97 N, TL ML o794 ATIST 11 1S £55%703TLE, ITL
7XILNCUTIIT A CLILX LS ATINT SLAVSXLS ALN7 AL LISISIL £1C ATINT xLALSL M7 IxxLi'LLrsL,

She marks the ground.
A point.
Another.
A third.

The alignment shifts.

From here, the water would appear From here, the motion would seem
to rise directly upward. delayed, almost hesitant.

Below, written Later:

7% positions produce ~sc same event
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Alsha Looks again.

The marks are still there.

But—

She moves to a third position.

From here, the basin appears sLightly tilted.
The tilt is not iLn the stone.

I 1S 1TL L7507 T AV ITL S2xsevL 4297 £l149 ANT ATL LUL, AT ITL T7XIN771000 1257 3L $I0shiL,
AT GLXNLGUTD ST7=)C 177 IMIX7C=5L 115 7A7 sxrCIL 117 AT IS SLLAD,

Alsha closes one eye.
Then the other.

The basin shifts.
o b 3| o et o
She writes quicklLy now.

1w position determines
1¥e sequence alters
1=c delay appears

The phrases repeat.
Not iLdentically.

*we position determines ~7: delay
1w delay alters =¥: account
2sc account replaces *=: event

The structure stabilizes.

Then—

—===1TLIITL *xLIe 77 27055, 9TL LLLT 77 1774Lx The water rises when pressure ex-
SXLALEI4 1TL F37271 327 LILx4174 =x71 1,7 TL ceeds resistance.

W4 ST eG4 ITL 738 x XL 11 XLIX795L31, ITL

SLIZLL 17 117714l x [1ILrx 323 xLv=xSILL, LOST -

LxeU7 clNLxI146 AT, 15 10407 17 TrLL ALLY ITL

7x1411-—~

Atsha stops writing.

The right column remains stable.

31



The Left continues—

===3A7TUI1=LS LLLY ATLT 177 L€, A7NISLS SLILAT ITL £ 75 xLeCIN4, S7TNIISLS 05 ¢ A2xxL 1T

NCI77 AL ==l LNILXLT ALACSSL L1IXN oL xs 19 s 7=x5L———
She draws a Line between the two columns.
The Line does not separate them.

AISHA
If both are true—

She stops.

AISHA
—or Lf ~=v distinction iLs not-—

The sentence does not complete.
Ol s ¢ Al s 13]
A shadow passes across the basin.

No source Ls visible.

7x 1T.L S7=x\L 15 171
Arfdleshds LROKS down.

Her earlier marks—
They are not aligned.
Or she Ls not where she was.

*we position shifts
1=c relation changes
*sc event remains

The basin is unchanged.
The marks—
—are no Longer in the same configuration.

wwu delay precedes
we rise follouws
1¥c account replaces

Then:

1sc account precedes
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1=c delay follows
we rise replaces

The two sequences do not cancel.

They persist.

277 sequences hold

Atsha closes the notebook.
Opens Lt.

The sequences remain.
But—

—not where they were.
The sound returns.
Drip.

A second—

Drip.

A third-

Drip.

Not evenly spaced.
Not fully separate.
Not—

aligned.
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Incoherentia VIII: De Necessitate Retroactiva

The study is quiet.
Not peaceful.
Suspended.

Averroes reads back through what he has written.
The words are unchanged.

But certain of them—
—carry more weight than before.
Not because they have been altered.

AL'\r;sl_ ITL Ix=NI1=xL 1 TXx7=4T ATINT A TLI rxL xLrC TrS STIZILT, ITL AL AT rNeSTLS 97
LONT WLxd xLesSISILE ANT72ITL WLxdS A TLASLILLS AL+ 17=’\TL\', ATL W7y IcLNisel 17 e55LexesL

9’

IXCPST7xJLE 11 731104607 7-——
He sets down the manuscript.
Picks Lt up.

If one assumes that the world proceeds by suciusstw, 5 one must also
assume that deviation is vir=ez LLLusLon »: Lgnorance.

He did not write Lt that way.

Or—

He did.

And the binding has changed around the words.

suiesstw was always there.

ey was not.

Atsha enters.
She reads the passage over his shoulder without announcement.

AISHA
This reads differently than yesterday.

AVERROES
I have not changed Lt.
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AISHA
I know.

A pause that does not invite resolution.

ATL 5097 15 177 xLAXINLY 31 cOLx[14 115 V7L 327 3 AL x[14 ATL WALSIW AT £0TLSY 17 1, 3l
XLrsSI6U14 ATINT 50x15 ALXL clACHS xLIZIXLT 1€ ATINT ALXL A\77U14L1, Y7 1T/ ATL L7 £55L0xS

ICLNISel ATIHIL 175 SIx=1=xL 15 IXr S 7x ILC———

Averroes reads again.
He writes a heading.

72 70 dienoe e Tont4paesn o= Juieastm
He stops.

AVERROES
This title was not my intention.

He does not erase iLt.
Alsha closes her eyes.
Opens them.

The statements remain.
But—

—one appears heavier.
Not visually.
Structurally.

She cannot determine which.

7% persist

Averroes turns the page.
Words that were not s»=»z
—are now.

Without having been changed.

ATL 5097 15 177 XLAXINILY 3 0[0LXI14 115 A77ILDT 323 M1 £lILx]14 ITL ILALSIW T A rNesTLS 17 1, 3
xLrSI414 ATINT 50x1% ALXL cl1ACHS xLIZIXLE £IC ATINT ALxL 3s771074L1, S7 AT ITL W77 055L0xS
ICLNIselt ATIIL 1S 9% =N1=XL 1S IX0 97X ILE———
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Averroes stops writing.

AVERROES
If this continues—

He does not finish.
The sentence continues.

===TL7 ITL CINMIN77 3LIALLY AxIV4 08 xLevIV4 37000550, ATL £ 75 115vx15177 17 11714Lx GxL—
L1146 INLXGXxLIMIT7T 321 7iExx[14 ANTIY N, S7 ATAIATL WL/ 15 171 SI7L A IATL J740L1 7= AxN4
A2 XL A1 75L1 17 XLA7AS14=Xx077 £ LLLXH LN =71ILX———

Atsha closes the notebook.
Opens Lt.

The Lines are the same.
The structure—

—-is not.

The sound returns.
Drip.

Drip—

Drip.

Two closer together.
One delayed.

No fixed interval.
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Incoherentia IX: De Compositione Regiminum

csi b AW dan Y e A s 13
—==rIC 11 ITL STANLXxI14 1TLXL 15 17 s1140L 1L
r1714 ATINT xLA7199% =379 el 5x75\LLY, 17 Gx]L—
HL4LT 7xCLXxI14 1T xLYI7XxLS Y TL =xr4 LS 17
£ 5x17x =N, 7001 175l A7NASNILS AT 61177
AL LZILITLE ANT72 3 7NxrclVI71———

—==3LATALS AT N clACHS clixLecll Ars, 171 ¢ XL—
SHLVIT7 327 £ 37199501, 171 ¢ XLATXC 321 £ 75—
Lx017x, STr5114 ATeY detl 3L 1e$L 05 Trif1$ 75—
ASXXLE XPITLXx 1T CLS X114 N———

wCaos Y b 2 Ul

L1414 CLILIACS 71 Ix0LLXSC|1, £IC AXCLLXSO £)1—
xS xLI1r7, 57 AITAIITL £31 75 xLoCI4 SLIILAYS ¢

sequence must hold
1=e relation must persist

1= account must not replace 2=u
event

AVERROES
If the relation fails—

AVERROES
—then the account becomes—

He stops.

ase account becomes = 7c condition

Atsha reads across.

Then douwn.

Then—

again.

The statements do not align.

AISHA
If I begin here—

IX=NI=XL AT IS 17V 11Lex|r ) =ICLx xL7XxCLx|1b———

—==ITL SLISLNL eMIINLS W A5 xexlnl, Gx7T0=3—
114 ¢ 17500 S7TLXLINL AT 05500 xS se==\L1 =1—
WUl LZALIASLE ALUT7IC NS €7 0011 ———

—===r CIZTLXLN Ix=vI=xL LILx4LS, LI=clil 10—
AL 75velli ) 1437 150308 410750 f0]0t1———

setrven extends

She points.

AISHA
—but LF I begin here—

w1+ structures hold

Averroes Looks at the page.
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He does not move.

J7LLILN A7=pc SsLiLv, eac seiiesi7e A7=ie (- AVERROES

G75L £ NIXSNVIEXL AT 1S 17 1714Lx =9=ILT s This Ls—
ITL SiLd Pseli=——-

—==71 =rllizxL 3213745750177, 171 ITL 7% 7= 37— paiairy replaces seizueoge
TLXLIL 32IITLAZLZINLNL 75 1137450030 xL$1JLS

AT75L IMLxrvI77 301177 3L XLESALT 17 ¢ SI4IL

7xTLxN4———

z

s N B Alsha turns the page.
The previous Lines—
are still visible.
But—

—==171 N ITL SedL xLIrI71, 177 29°Lx ATL sed Some words—

AT, 177 ANT ITL SedL ALALSNI e NAST LY ———

—are Now s»=vz

Others—

—no Longer are.

ITL XLrsSIS1JLD 15 177 dexdir, 171 cLibexee, 177 AISHA
R=0U=ILe, 1 SIdSn T70cs, 09 T70C174 |5 s===]- Was this—
ML 17 XLOIXSNVISXL ATV IS XLoC oS TeL|14 cliachrs

TLIw-—- She stops.

AISHA
—always—

The question dissolves.

ALARSSL ePACHS 15 97 [1714Lx £ esbL 75Lxem7x, 17 we past shifts
1774Lx CL=IILS ¢ S1/7LFC 509 32 0 5[irss 7= 575530
TIN7xILS v7759L1 ANT ITL s=xxL1 MICI14———

1=e binding persists
tezstaeie Without s Averroes closes the text.
Opens Lt.

The columns—

are no Longer aligned.

Or—

they never uwere.



ClM$1ILNY IS 177 ¢ Gx75LxW 7= ATL 504L 321 7=
ITL IXCLLXSOI IAG75LE 2577 N, £IC IxeLLxSel |5 17
'774Lx 1M1Lrxlr———

Drip—
Drip.

Not synchronized.

The sound—
returns.

Drip.

Drip.

Two on one side.
One-

on the other.
Not-

reconcilable.
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Incoherentia X: De Iteratione et Deriva

Averroes reads.

AVERROES
If the account shifts—

ittheaccnuntshittathggventinganntinlliayy Jirgctly

AVERROES
—then the event—

He stops.
ALsha writes beside him.

AISHA
If the account shifts—

it the accrunt shitts the ¢vent 1n¢s nat tallnvy 1]

nectly
She pauses.

AISHA
Was that-

She Looks at the Line.

AISHA
—what I wrote?

Averroes writes again.
1¥e account shifts

1sc event follows

He stops.

AVERROES
No.

He rewrites.
e account shifts

the event does not follouw

J il o 1318 Judl) o s o o 13)
¢,
- U O | RGN B |

4y A sl oJ, g Y St

ITL xL5LWN77 15 177 L/0v, ITL 350314 CI==Lxs,
ITL A745xL55I77 clLxs ITL SLSJILNAI77, UL ITL
SLI=LINL 7= [LNLxS xLdels ssssisLnian sidliex
17 9244L ISLNNI ATIIL xLSISI4 3715 Ix 107 1———
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The binding fails.
Atsha flLips the page.

The earlLier Line—

ittheaccruntshittstheeventinganattallnyy Jirgctly

-is present.

But—

itth¢accruntshittstheeventingannttallngy jirgctly

—not identical.

She places them side by side.
ittheaccnuntshittathgeyventingannttallnyy Jirgctly

it theaccrunt shittath¢ ¢ventings nattallayy finectly

AISHA
They are—

She does not finish.

The page shifts.

Not phystcally.
Relationally.

Averroes writes:

1=e repetition stabilizes
He stops.

AVERROES
No.

He writes:

the repetition destabilizes

*wu repetition destabilizes

The phrase splits.
Both persist.

ALsha returns to the Arabic text.

sellizxL 15 177 2U=7xd, WALSNI eNONTLS 11377505 —
N, S7AL xLIeATYS T70C ATIIL 79TLxS €7 171,
ANT723 0 LSIMIIL X2l 47 LLXx U4 ITL C15Ix13277———

ANTLXx V75ILS 17x 7x141100%, ILNTLXx Lxx7x% 17x
A7xxLAVI75, 321 1199095 1T 0 301171 3L 7XCLXLT
17 £ SLI=LINL 75 CLXILAI77—-——

.ug\fsﬂ‘y)&b

SIC3MI LA 103N £xL 17 1177460 x 75575108 A=
AZLZI54 7910775, LesT D75eldin Lefis, 40173—



She reads Lt as primary.

The EngLish—
becomes marginal.
She reads again.
This time—

the English Leads.
The Arabic follows.

Netther dominates.

Averroes closes the manuscript.

Opens Lt.

The Lines—

remain.

But-

their relation—
—has drifted.

The sound returns.
Drip.

Drip.

Two nearly simultaneous.

One—

delayed.

Stightly out of phase.
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el (N7 450031L———

Dl b bis e 5130

C74I0NL 1S IXCLLXSI=CLGLICLNY, £IC IxeLLXSC)
15 17 11714Lx =1/7LC———

CxI=1 ANT 721 751411, LoxI0eA71 ANT 72157 =X, xLG—
LWN7Y ANT723 ¢ SIXx9 1199071 L———

Drip-
Drip.

Then—
a fiLfth.



Incoherentia XI: De Cognitione Non Universalil

The study again.
Later.
The Lamps Lower.

Averroes sits without writing.
Atsha reads beside him.
Not aloud.

AVERROES
When you remember the fountain—

He pauses.

AVERROES
—what do you see?

Alsha does not answer immediately.

AISHA
Nothing.

AVERROES
Nothing?

AISHA
I know what happened.

AISHA
I do not see Lt.

T2 II27 s
The phrase binds.
Averroes sets down his pen.

AVERROES
You remember without image?

AISHA
I remember without reconstruction.
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EXRASERRHUS P UnHET b )
The phrase binds more firmly.

dLd7x11 ANT727 [dedLxil ©7L5 171 CLAXCCL 11 ITL =S5=0lt Acll, 1 ©7LS 1771 =S0CL N7 3717x 7x si=x M
LY4LS, 1N SIS 1S 171 AT LXL 17 =00, AT 15 177 32110 301177 SLACH, AT 0 C7L5 177 XLA719I% 23 30117
JIXLA7 19 Ix =) ———

AVERROES
Then how do you know you remember correctly?

Atsha considers.

AISHA
How do you know you remember correctly when you do see it?

A pause.
B UL d 5 40l
Averroes writes something.

Stops.
Crosses Lt out.

AVERROES
And when you think—

He watits.

AVERROES
—iLs there a voice?

AISHA
No.

AISHA
You are remembering.

AISHA

I am not.

The drip—

no Longer audible—
still present.

But not imagined.

ITLXL L7197 ¢ CISSLXLIL ALIALLY FLxALINUT7T AT INILXAcl SII= (0077, £ACATL 10 NLX 15 171 42050 NLLE———
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Averroes opens his eyes.

AVERROES
Then how do you know Lt Ls gone?

She pauses.

AISHA
Because—

She stops.

AISHA
There Ls nothing there to confuse Lt with.

»»1521 there
The phrase binds weakly.

AVERROES
And when you think—

AVERROES
—you hear nothing?

Atsha Looks at him.

AISHA
Hear?

AISHA
No.

AISHA
Thought is not-

She searches.

AISHA
—-spoken.

271 spoken
The phrase binds.

Irrad=r4L T7L5 177 SAULLXSCIN 190N 05 [1ILx 1ex x0T, 741177 doll Gx75LLE ANT721 5T717-
74050l SIA=[10277———

e ed N
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Averroes turns away.

AVERROES
Then what guides Lt?

Alsha does not answer immediately.

AISHA
It moves.

AISHA
Without-

She hesitates.

AISHA
—beilng sald.

~1%>=1 beilng sald

The phrase binds incompletely.
The page—

dense—

offers no image.

Only text.

ITL £S=U5U77 AT 7407 15 £WT7A500LE 3 [ dedLxll 7x 1exxr77 15 TIN7xIvelfut 7109401, 177
SULLxSCN, £9C 115 £ISLISL C7LS 177 1500 CLELAVE 323 £NLX1AILL Ix=NI1SxL———

Averroes writes:

227 ol UIITH '..77'!1‘!9 M HEH S HN
He pauses.

He writes beneath:
227 pkE IF=4TT (0210104 204 L
Both bind.

AlLsha reads them.

AISHA
Then what we Lack—

AISHA
—cannot be taken.
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\r22>1 be taken

The phrase binds strongly.
The field persists.

No iLmage forms within LE.
No voice traverses iLt.
OnLly-

this.
1

"Editorial interpolation (anachronistic): The conditions here described corre-
spond, in Later scientific terminology, to aphantasia and anendophasia. Aphantasia
denotes the absence or severe attenuation of voluntary visual imagery, associated
tn contemporary accounts with reduced activation in occipital-parietal networks
during imagery tasks, despite intact visual perception. Anendophasia refers to
the absence of inner speech—the Lack of a phonologically instantiated internal
narrator— suggesting that Linguistic cognition may proceed via non-phonological
representations or direct conceptual activation without subvocal rehearsal.

At the historical moment of the present text, such variations in cognitive
architecture were neither formally classified nor widely recognized. Intellectual
culture operated under an implicit assumption that imagination and inner narration
were universal faculties. Their absence, when encountered, would not have been
named as a condition, but experienced as a structural anomaly—one that resists both
description and transmission within prevailing conceptual frameworks.

The present fragment should therefore not be read as a diagnosis, but as an
early encounter with non-universal cognition within a world that presumes its
universality.
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Incoherentia XII: De Scripturis et Formis Litterarum Ln Archivo Fontium

In the middle years of the compilation, when the manuscript had already begun to
exhibit signs of internal divergence, the Editor records a discovery not of narrative
content, but of the instruments through which narrative itsefl is made manfiest.
These were not found in the body of the text, nor in its marginal apparatus, but in
a subdirectory of the archive, designated simply as fonts/, as though the naming
itsefl sought to conceal the gravity of its contents beneath an ordinary sign.

Within this directory were gathered a multiplicity of scriptural forms, each encoded
in files bearing the extensions .ttf and others more obscure, suggesting not merely
variation of appearance but divergence of ontological regime. The Editor, proceed-
ing in the manner of the scholastics, did not at first distinguish between them by
aesthetic quality, but by function, comportment, and the manner in which each
seemed to impose constraints upon the text it rendered.

Foremost among these was the family designated Sga-Regular, present in several
instantiations. This script, which the Editor identfiies with the Standard Galactic
hand, exhibits a character of rigid clarity and geometric finality. Its glyphs appear
less written than ss:ises, as though each letter were the projection of a more primi-
tive symbolic order. When passages are rendered in this form, ambiguity diminishes,
yet at the same time the text becomes resistant to paraphrase, as fi each sign were
bound to a singular and irreducible scesiv4, It is therefore associated with the un-
derlying structure of the manuscript, that which persists even when interpretation
fails.

In contrast, the script preserved as CursiveGalactic-Regular.ttf is of a markedly
dffierent nature. Its lines flow and interweave, and its characters seem less discrete
than continuous, as though each were the residue of motion rather than the product
of intention. Grsse4Ls xLACLXLE 111TIs Te1C L/ TIM £ ILICLAVI 17 ArXT 11990311031, ANT JLE145 1T
exiz1 rae xLi7asiie, The Editor therefore assigns to this script the domain of transition,
wherein the text has not yet settled into fixed form, and where interpretation must
proceed by following trajectories rather than identfiying points.

A third principal form is encountered in NovaMonoStandardGalactic.ttf, which
unites the monospaced discipline of Nova Mono with the glyphic repertoire of the
Galactic script. Here, each character occupies an equal measure of space, producing
a lattice-like regularity that suggests computation or enumeration. Yet within this
grid, the foreign shapes of the Galactic letters introduce a tension between unfiorm
spacing and non-unfiorm meaning. The Editor remarks that texts rendered in this
form often present themselves as stable, yet conceal within their regularity a deeper
incoherence, detectable only when one attends to the mismatch between alignment
and sense.

Among the ancillary forms, the Amiri family presents a script of classical dignity,
reminiscent of juridical or theological treatises. Its curves and proportions evoke
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continuity with earlier traditions, and passages rendered therein acquire an air of
authority, whether or not such authority is warranted. It is therefore frequently
employed in sections where the manuscript feigns coherence, adopting the voice of
established doctrine even as it quietly undermines it.

The scripts designated Cheiro-Regular and Clypto-Regular appear to belong to a
more enigmatic lineage. Their forms suggest systems of encoding or cipher, and
indeed the Editor notes that passages rendered in these hands often resist immedi-
ate comprehension, yielding their sense only through repeated inspection or cross-
reference. They are thus associated with the hidden strata of the text, where meaning
is not absent but rL=LxxLr,

Particular attention is given to Logico_philosophicus-Regular.ttf, whose very
name invokes the ambition of total systematization. The glyphs here are austere, al-
most diagrammatic, and passages composed in this script tend toward propositions,
enumerations, and structures that aspire to closure. Yet, as the Editor observes, such
closure is never complete; AFL AL IS DT IFL mong nesicks ITE RO 2% AT snseg 0

seLds 1 taibse,

Likewise, Systada-Regular.ttf, described in the accompanying log as terminal-
friendly, introduces a script adapted to mechanical environments. Its characters
are optimized for legibility under constraint, and texts rendered therein often take
on the aspect of commands, logs, or outputs. In these passages, the manuscript ap-
pears to address not a reader but a process, as though the act of reading had been
displaced into execution.

Finally, there are forms such as shapeform.ttf and dactyl.ttf, whose glyphs exhibit
experimental or incomplete qualities. These are treated by the Editor not as finished
scripts but as traces of a generative process, remnants of an attempt to discover new
alphabets rather than merely deploy existing ones. Their presence suggests that the
manuscript is not only written but continually rewriting the very means of its own
11%vx15171,

From these observations, the Editor concludes that the fonts are not interchangeable
vessels for a preexisting text, but active participants in its formation. Each imposes
constraints, affords possibilities, and alters the space of meanings that can be real-
ized. To read the manuscript without regard to the script in which it is rendered is

And it is further noted, though not proven, that in certain passages the transforma-
tion from one script to another does not merely represent a change in presentation,
but corresponds to a transition in the state of the narrative itsefl, as though the text,
encountering a failure of coherence, were compelled to seek refuge in another form
of 1swx157,

WAV g0 (3 s ab) s bl Bley L Ll OF A1 LY 6,

50



Incoherentia XIII: De Interruptione et Aula

The Library of the great mosque admitted Light
only under conditions. It did not receive LLLU-
mination as the courtyard received Lt, in sheets
and verdicts, but iLn measured iLncursions: through
screens, over shelves, across the upper edges of
bindings whose Leather had absorbed the handling
of generations until touch iLtself seemed to have
darkened them. The room was disciplined not by
stlence, for silence can be dramatic, but by the
mutual agreement of surfaces to withhold excess.

The Prosecutor stood between two columns of shelving
and read a page he had already read twice. The words
did not resist him. Their grammar remained in order.
Their arguments advanced with the familiar sequence
of premise, distinction, reply. Vet beneath the
page, or perhaps between the Lines iLn a manner
no Longer reducible to placement, another measure
persisted.

Drip.

He did not Look up.

The sound was too regular to be miraculous and
too patient to be ignored. It did not belong
to the disputation before him, and yet Lt slowly
removed from that disputation the comfort of self-
contatnment. He read again the sentence under his
thumb. The ink did not move. The meaning did.

PROSECUTOR

If the order iLs divinely sustained, then interrup-
tion Ls Lmpossible except by will.

The sentence would have held had Lt remained merely
doctrinal. But the final word, which should have
closed the proposition with the force of habit,
displayed a minute defection. MNot a whole word.
Not even a whole sign. Only one interior Letter had
shifted, unnoticed by any eye not already injured
by attention:

w:lL
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The anomaly did not declare itself. It did not
spread. It simply remained, too small for the
dignity of refutation, too exact for dismissal.

He turned the page. The next folio was innocent.
The next after that was innocent also.

The clepsydra stood Ln the recess beyond the Lattice,
barely visible except where the water caught a
narrow seam of Light and converted Lt iLnto duration.

Drip.

PROSECUTOR
It Ls a clock.

No one had spoken to him. The statement entered
the room not as reply but as self-defense. He set
the folio down. Across the Low table, a student
copyist kept working, his reed pen Lifting and
returning with such exact intervals that Lt seemed
for a moment that ink and water had been recruited
tnto the same argument.

A plaxl

The Prosecutor turned. An old Librarian, neither
summoned nor iLntroduced, adjusted a stack of quires
without once Looking at him.

PROSECUTOR
No.

He regretted the speed of the answer.

PROSECUTOR
No, but every sign of order may be taken for one.

The Libraritan did not respond. He Left one codex
open, face down, as Lf the page iLtself were not
worth preserving itn a single orientation.

The Prosecutor resumed reading. He found that
he could still produce every expected distinction.
Secondary causes. Primary cause. f[Means. End.
Permisston. WilLL. He could arrange them all
with perfect rhetorical obedience. What disturbed
him was not that the system had failed, but that
tt could now be imitated by things that Lacked
sanctity.



Drip.

He closed the book more forcefully than the room
allowed.

The Caliph’s garden was geometry made mer-
ciful by water. Channels divided the earth
tnto Lucid quadrants. Cypress held the
vertical with judicial restraitnt. The alr
ttself appeared adjudicated: nothing stray,
nothing wind-broken, every Leaf either ad-
mitted or excluded from the pattern.

Averroes walked beside the channel without
Looking at iLt. That abstention, in the
garden, carried more force than admiration
would have carried.

The Caliph stopped at a crossing of the water
paths where four narrow streams met under a
carved stone Lip and separated again without
confusion.

CALIPH
You see? Even abundance submits to form.

AVERROES
Water submits to gradient.

CALIPH
And who gives the world Lts gradients?

Averroes did not answer immediately. The
pause did not read as caution. It read as a
refusal to honor the false economy of the
question.

AVERROES

If I say God, you will think I have agreed
with you. If I say nature, you will think I
have dented Him. Neither would be exact.

Even the spacing between Lines, unusually
even to the eye, seemed to have entered the
service of the garden’s discipline.

CALIPH

Awe governs more quickly.
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AVERROES
So does fear.

CALIPH
Fear exhausts Ltself.

AVERROES
Then awe exhausts what remains.

CALIPH
You still believe consistency can rule men.

AVERROES
No.

AVERROES
Consistency iLs what makes mercy possible.

For one instant the sentence restored the
world to Legibility. The garden resumed
tts rightful scale. Water was again water,
not theater. Stone was stone, not symbol.
Even the earlier defect inside the word will
seemed retrospectively correctable, a mere
bLemish iLn copying rather than a structural
tear.

Then the channel nearest them admitted a
Leaf where no Leaf should have entered. It
did not obstruct the fLow. It merely failed
to belong.

Zaynab found Saladin iLn the narrower court beyond
the kitchen wall. His bandaged hand rested on
his knee. He had the stillness of someone
who has Learned that motion invites further
itnterpretation.

She crouched without tenderness and without hard-
ness.

Pain ha s camusen, SO doens al Lence,

Saladin Looked at her as iLf the Line had not
been spoken but set down between them in a hand
more private than speech.

SALADIN
I saitd nothing.



That (4 whY I ausked,

SALADIN
You did not ask.

She unwrapped the cloth, inspected the swelling,
and rewrapped Lt with a pressure that was nearly
tmpersonal and therefore more kind than comfort
would have been.

SALADIN
And silence?

She tightened the final turn, then said, in a
Line that broke Ltself at the hinge and forced
the ear to reverse direction before the syntax
could resume:

ZAYNAB

Stlence iLs what remains when a man discovers
that Jow &l f‘ b 428 what he sees.

He frowned, not because the sentence was obscure,
but because Lt had returned to him in another
order than the one in which it had departed her
mouth.

Drip.

This time the sound could not be placed. MNot
Library. Not basin. Not wound. It had become
distributive, attached not to an object but to
a condition of the chapter iLtself.

Saladin rose.
In rising, he disturbed nothing.
That was what frightened him most.
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Intercalatio: De Apparatu

LA EAE PO e [ b L X0 e B A BEH B S5
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secrReT ARY: Agaln.

=[Ex=L_87070: 7S 5 Zily s =Ll
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worker: It holds.

secreTARY: It must.

No one called Lt a miraclLe.
That word was reserved for outside.
A S BT 5L e B e Ho b B T 1 A

0 | B Y EST 1] S0 3 M P 7 [ T |

SMpel L I PRLHTI AL
secreT ARY: Reduce failure.
worker: To what Level?

secreTARY: Invisible.

J I S I AL e )
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The Secretary does not believe in miracles.

He believes in outcomes.

When he reviews a demonstration, he does not
ask whether Lt Us convincing. He asks whether
Lt produces the required response within the
allotted time.

HLl%e= T PRSLIL AL
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Incoherentia XIV: De Confrontatione
The courtyard had been prepared before anyone admit-
ted preparation.
The crowd did not gather; Lt resolved.

coe was already present before the first demonstration
began.

L350 IITULEINLS,

sl it n .':L‘J‘tll_

AL E §7I]UUZ0 AR,
The cloth did not burn.

It accepted flame with the obedience of something
that had already incorporated iLts outcome.

The crowd moved closer.

750X T7LS 177 JLe Lexlx 1 JLeTs LSS ©I0L SLIALLY LZ75LVIAIN77 eIe
712X 4079

The Prosecutor did not move.
He had already seen the clepsydra.
He had already heard the =i,

Tl Tl ST PRLETILAEL UL,

A hand passed through flame.

The flLame remained.

The hand remained.

The demonstration held.

TLI'C C7LS 1771 JLrY IxSL N JLETS 031l 290X 735Lx L7

PROSECUTOR
It Ls treated.

LI TSl P H S H Y e
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FeSioil Lzl w7 =L,

The cloth folded.

The flLame folded.

The explanation did not.

ithe system did not fall Lt simply refused to admit
the distinction

The Prosecutor stepped forward.

The geometry of the courtyard narrowed around him,
not visibly, but in the sense that alternative paths
became unavailable.

PROSECUTOR
It Ls mineral.

PROSECUTOR
It iUs prepared.

PROSECUTOR
It Ls not-—

===171 AT, 11 GxLSLNS NSLIIE 05 177 AT/ 10 ILLSS 17 AL 171 AT/ 7= XL
GLxJILT 17 Sell

(I Y e F P I M | I TR
L2 H R N I F M H M 1T DL R BTN ] M

The crowd did not turn against him. That would have
been simpler. Instead, they continued watching the
flame.

ITL xL==50]0 17 xLCIXLAY FNLU7 15 ATL J79 L==INMLN =7xd 7= S<55xL5171
The Prosecutor reached for the cloth.

He held it in both hands.

The flLame moved with Lt.

Then—

—nothing changed.

Which was the change.

Consistency iLs what makes mercy possible.
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For a moment, the page stabilized.

Fonts aligned. Spacing normalized. Even the earlier
anomalies withdrew iLnto the background as Lf awaiting
permission to return.

The Prosecutor understood.
Not the mechantsm. Not the cloth. Not the fire.
But the structure.

LIAC ITL IX=NI=XL ACS 171 ITL CLA7M99%0U77 3= ITL V79117715 =1CLx ATIZT
ITL CLI799%077 V728 177 AL xL==5LTC

The stabilization ended.
FILTIE oY §7ui!l=l_"!l_'.
FZINNTILEN HL-LATLAENTFLS,

The text broke. Not into fragments. Into continuity
that could no Longer be parsed:

ITLSLNLNLAZNIISLAZICTLYI 7L x NS LA IL N U710 ICIT LAZXCOX LS SSLI7SLGr—
XOWLOICITLA7 =ICOXILSSLINLLNTLACX LI 71 L X X LAT LLXCAILCACILCNUISGLXSNSANT —
72120 ICANT 7292 CI 713 LINL X X7 S CILCAICANT 72U X X7 40U7N V011771~
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The Prosecutor released the cloth.
It did not fall.

Drip.

Cx15

L=l §7aiL70,

227 o alneile 227 0 Bl A=T 0 228!



Incoherentia XV: De Expositione Miracull

The demonstration did not end.

It ceased to require continuation.

The courtyard remained.
The people remained.

The fire remained.

What disappeared was the necessity of be-
Lieving any of Lt.

He stood where he had stood.
He held what he had held.

He understood nothing more than before.

This was sufficient.

The clLoth was mineral.
The flLame was ordinary.

The arrangement was deliberate.

The crowd did not disperse.
It relaxed.
Not into doubt.

Into compatibility.

A745003MN0 ©7LS 177 xLI=IxL Ix=AT N xL3=IxLs 701 A TL
CASLANL 75 N7NXxeCINI77 AV ATL Sselil 7= e LM77
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He spoke.

He did not speak.

The sentence appeared anyway.
It is constructed.

It remains.

It functions.

There was no reply. There was no need for
reply.

227 raoe
227 Jhsekie =

237 pnneyy

'..J?‘-'!!:J‘!)'!

The mechanism remains visible only where it is no-longer required.

The sentence held.
Both of them did.

Neitther resolved the other.

The page did not fLLL.

It allowed spacing.

Spacing did not indicate absence.

It indicated saturation.



Drip.

Drip.

71

The sound no Longer marked time.

It marked persistence.

A Letter shifted. Not at a boundary.
Within a word.

cons:stency

No one remarked upon LE.

The system had absorbed the error.

Or the error had become the system.

Drip.

Cxis

Nothing concluded.
Nothing required continuation.

Everything remained.
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Incoherentia XVI: De Stilentio et ExiLio

The door had already been marked.

No one had seen Lt happen.

No one needed to.

The red did not signify.

It constrained.

THF wdAKK LUFo wuT vLDIGATF GUILT T (W LiICGATFS AvAikAbinTY

Atsha did not ask.

She began to pack.

clLoth
thsread

PP

water

T2 §7:222770 =ILSILER

SLELSTNTY oL 970y F el

179T114 AT/ 0 3L 10dLE 1S -

STL C7LS 177 SLI'LVY STL xLJ7LLS
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The List did not complete.
It did not need to.

It defined a boundary.

Drip.

Drip.

Drip.

4

4l

The sound did not multiply.

It failed to remain singular.

LOAT 1199095 ©7LS 171 XLGLAVITL 5xLLI7=S N CILLXx4LS =x71 1N ANT7=)
ALNZ A4 S7ALATIN4 LIsL
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The interval expanded.

Drip

Drip

Drip

7L 7= ATLJ IS 41551714 3= ATL cASLASL 1S v7=7LFC

TRERFLrAKRKES TRICTS T or AT ALmioo15 L TATFO I T nuu T ruvilietsA G TF Il wRinTFrkFTAT I

She closed the bundlLe.
She did not secure iLt.
Security implies persistence.

Persistence was no Longer assumed.

§IPTIL el

ST LT eIy
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Va (Drip(x) — —Same(x))

The proposition did not clarify.

It removed equivalence.

ISLNN 1S 17 [17714L X% \71LXLLS £3x75 11937995

She Lifted the bundlLe.
The room did not retain her.

It permitted her removal.

Drip

1771 ITL SedL
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Intercalatio:

De Inventario

She does not pack in order.

She packs in necessity.

a manuscript without title

a fragment without beginning
CSLIZLNL AT 01797 V1750

a page marked twice

a page not marked

Sameth ny mis ing

a tool wrapped in cloth
cloth without tool

=

a name written once

the same name written differently
STUEE Bediske

not Legible

a welght that cannot be carried
Left

not discarded

Left

SLILVIUT7T 1S 1175

selection Ls continuation

Drip
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Interludium: De Fuga

The door was marked before sunset.

Atsha saw it from across the narrow street, just as the Last Light
sLipped along the plaster walls and gathered in the shallow cracks
near the threshold. At first she thought Lt was shadow, or some trick
of the evening glow, but as she moved closer the color resolved into
something deliberate-thick, uneven, unmistakable.

Red.
Not painted. Applied.
She stopped a few paces away and did not touch LE.

Behind her, the city continued as Lt always did at that hour. Vendors
calling out the Last of their goods, shutters closing, the slow
reshaping of noise into something quieter but no Less dense. Nothing
tn the rhythm of Cérdoba suggested that anything had changed.

Which meant everything had.
She turned the handlLe and entered.

Insitde, the house was already in motion. Her father had not waited.
Scrolls were stacked iLn careful bundles across the Low table, each tied
with a strip of Linen and marked in a hand that was more compressed
than usual, as iLf time iLtself had narrowed the space available for
writing.

Averroes stood near the center of the room, holding a manuscript open
but not reading Lt.

“You saw Lt,” he said, without turning.

Atsha closed the door behind her.

“Yes.”

“They chose visibility,” she added. “Not force.”
Now he turned.

“That is force,” he saitd. “Applied differently.”

From the courtyard came the faint sound of movement—someone passing
too sLowly, or stopping where there was no reason to stop. ALsha
moved to the window and shifted the Lattice just enough to see.

Two men stood across the street, speaking in Low tones. They were not
dressed as officials. That was part of the point.

“They’re not hiding Lt,” she sald.
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“No,” Averroes replied. “They don’t need to.”

A sound at the door. MNot a knock. Something Lighter. A signal,
perhaps.

Atsha moved before he did, crossing the room and opening Lt just
enough to admit a figure from the street.

Zaynab slipped inside without a word, her expression composed but
tight at the edges.

“They’ve started,” she said.
“Uhere?” ALsha asked.

“The market first. Then the western quarter.” Zaynab set a small
satchel on the table. “Confiscations. MNot systematic yet. But
moving.”

Averroes closed the manuscript Ln his hands.

“Then we Leave tonight.”

She gathered the bundles. Their welght distributed between them.
“Father,” she said.

He Looked at her.

“If they had not done this—would you have stayed?”

The question hung between them, more dangerous than the nolse outside.
“For a time,” he satd. “Long enough to finish what could be finished.”
“And now?”

“Now,” he satd, “Lt will be finished elsewhere.”

Zaynab moved to the door, Listening.

“Watt,” she said.

They did.

Footsteps passed. SLower this time. Deliberate.

Then silence.

“Now,” Zaynab said.

They stepped into the street together.

The red mark on the door caught the Last of the fading Light, darker
now, almost indistinguishable from shadow.

Atlsha did not Look back.
They moved north.

Behind them, Cérdoba continued—its streets filLLing, emptying, reforming-
unchanged iLn appearance, altered in structure.

Ahead, the road narrowed, then opened, then disappeared into darkness.



They followed Lt anyway.



Incoherentia XVII: De Porta et Transitu

The door did not close.

It ceased to define an interior.

She crossed.

Crossing did not produce a boundary.

ITL ITXLAT7/C ©7LS 171 SLGCxIL 11 xLCIIxI3=ILS

The road extended north.
Not as direction.

As constraint.

Dust did not accumulate.
It aligned.

Parallel to motion.

ThF FATR 15 wwvuT SFLFCTFL T 15 KFLVCFL [Kum 4 OFT ol ln(u-leOD
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The cart did not carry books.

It carried equivalence classes.

Names had already failed.

dz, (Text(xz,;) A ~Stable(z,))
Jdz, (Commentary(z,) A Depends(zy,z,))
Va (Transmission(z) — Imperfect(x))

~Jz4 (Survives(zy) A ~Identical(zg, z,))

She did not verify the contents.
Verification requires a fixed referent.

There was none.

ITL 3=9CHL 15 S795L N L17=4T 17 J74L

FAens TeobldaxLLs TLL st/ o ALILTC LIV Tx LLL $T23 megs 1L

Cérdoba did not diminish.
It Lost orientation.
thiu Ca ¢t

note t-hat

whese Ct C.

The margins widened.
Not evenly.
Not reliably.
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The word did not anchor the road.

It prevented total drift.

il e TES R PHY DT TR |
LIS hmT TR

Lzl J7J-nLiiz

The system did not converge.

It stabilized within tolerance.

ATIS IS L17=4T 17 \7111=L

Drip

177 ITL sedL



Incoherentia XVIII: De Itinere et Resolutione

The road did not resolve into a destination.

It resolved into continued movement.

What had previously been experienced as diver-
gence began, gradually, to resemble direction.
Not because the system had stabilized. Because
tnstability had become navigable.

She did not determine the correct path.
She followed the path that did not fail.
Fatlure was no Longer defined by contradiction.

It was defined by interruption.

[ S P R IE F
Loz e

TP LD 7YY= b

PR
the path does not end

The translation did not clarify the statement.

It constrained Lts interpretation.
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They Leave before morning.
No announcement. No witness.
The house — marked — remains behind.

Atsha does not turn to Look.

AVERROES
You will not remember iLE.

AISHA
I never did.

Ju=pen dL, d
The phrase binds.

dLd7xt1 ANT723 [dedLxlt €715 177 CLbxeTL, 1 514500 ©7LS 177 XLA71-
NNV, AT IS 171 L= 15 177 11797 321 29cLelliesi———

AISHA
It does not stay.

AVERROES
What does not?

AISHA
Anything.

LN 7ioq

The word binds weakly.

AVERROES
If Lt cannot be recalled—



AVERROES
—how will Lt be preserved?

Atsha does not answer.
She takes the manuscript.

AISHA
It Ls here.

Ty
She touches the page.

AISHA
Not here-—

She touches her temple.

AISHA
—here.

2317 here Jene

Both bind. They do not resolve.

LZLXxcl 119x15U77 xL5lesLs 1MLxcl XL’JXLSL'ITNITP, JLA7xll 3L—
N7JLS exNU=eY xAITLx AT0Y xLA71IxENU71———

The manuscript shifts.
Pages Loosen.

A section — misaligned.

AISHA
This was not here.

AVERROES
It was.

AISHA
No.

She reads. The text — familiar — but not placed.

AISHA
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It has moved.

AVERROES
The pages?

AISHA
No.

She pauses.

AISHA
The relations.

Bt b B LN

The word binds.

S OB

The wind LiLfFts a page. It folds. MNot torn.
Just — misaligned.

ITL dr1=5vx157 17 [1714Lx LAIVICLS ¢ 03Il SLISLINL 3= ¢ SLY 75 xL—
1eAU715 YT STIZY SICLX IXCLLXSO1———

The road divides. No sign.

AVERROES
e take the Left.

AISHA
Why?

AVERROES
It Leads north.

Atsha Looks.

AISHA
It does not Lead.

s 31 Lead

ATISHA
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It continues.
W2 U=

The word binds.

Va (Step(z) — Possible(x))
Vz (Possible(z) — Continue(x))

~Vz (Continue(z) — Valid(x))

The conclusion appears sufficient.

It Us not necessary.

Aes0 Lut toOn

resolution

The difference did not require correction.

Both forms continued to function.

AT ANSTILY ATeLEINLS S0TTOST s Ui Aes i

Drip

St 177 ATL SedL
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InterLudium: De Transitu II

They stopped before dawn, not because they had reached a destination,
but because the road had narrowed iLnto something that no Longer
required speed.

The cart had gone ahead. Zaynab walked with the driver, speaking
tn Low tones that did not carry. Averroes followed at a measured
distance.

ALsha slowed.

She had noticed him earlier, though she had not turned to confirm LE.
The rhythm of his steps was uneven, not from uncertainty, but from
adjustment—each movement recalibrated around an absence.

When she finally stopped, he did as well.

For a moment, nelther spoke. The sky had not yet begun to Lighten, but
the darkness had softened. Forms were visible again, though without
detatl. The world existed, but without commitment.

“You Left the city,” she said.

It was not a question.

Saladin shifted his weight slLightly, the movement small but deliberate.
“The city Left me first,” he sald.

His voice was Lower than she expected. Not quiet—contained.

Atsha nodded once, as Lf this confirmed something she had already
decided.

They stood side by side, not facing each other, Looking instead toward
the faint Line of the road ahead.

“You saw Lt,” she saild. “At the fountain.”
“Yes.”

“And the fire.”

“Yes.”

She waited.

“And?” she asked.

Saladin did not answer immediately. He Looked down at his slLeeve—the
empty fold pinned neatly where his arm had once extended. His remaining
hand adjusted Lt unconsciously, as Lf correcting something that could
no Longer be corrected.

“It worked,” he said.
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She turned slightly toward him.

“That is not the same as being real.”

“No,” he satd. “But Lt iLs the same as being believed.”
The distinction settled between them, not argued, not resolved.
“You are coming north,” she sald.

Again, not a question.

“Yes.”

“Why?”

This time, he did Look at her.

“For the same reason you are,” he said.

She almost smiled.

“That Ls not an answer.”

“It iLs enough,” he sald.

She held his gaze a moment Longer, then Looked away, back toward the
road.

Behind them, a faint sound-Averroes calling her name, not Loudly, just
enough to mark distance.

“Do you think Lt changes anything?” Saladin asked.

“What?”

“That they were false.”

She considered this carefully.

“It changes what can be said,” she saitd. “And who cannot deny iLt.”
He Let out a short breath. Not quite a Laugh.

Only then did she speak again.

“It Ls not about who cares,” she satd. “It iLs about what continues.”
He walked beside her now, their pace matched without negotiation.
“And this continues?” he asked.

H

“For now,” she said.

The first Light began to gather at the edge of the horizon, thin and
colorless. Shapes resolved into edges, edges into surfaces.

“Does Lt get easier?” he asked, after a while.
Atsha shook her head.

“No,” she satd. “It becomes clearer.”

He absorbed this, then nodded once.

“That Ls worse,” he said.

y

“Yes,” she replied.
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They walked on. For a time, their shadows moved separately across the
uneven ground, stretched thin by the rising Light.

Then, as the sun cleared the hortzon, the shadows shortened, drew
closer, and-without merging—began to overlap.

Netther of them remarked on iLt.
The road continued north.
They followed Lt together.
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Incoherentia XIX: De Fez et Continuatione

The arches did not impose order.

They permitted LE.

Sound accumulated without resolving. Not noise.
Not speech. Something between persistence and
varitation.

0r s o0 s Fo oo

aolil) B ez W1 5 VI

Causation precedes 0b- 77T/ SxLALELS 1113 XLA7T8IX2AILE
servation. rPEILXArXT

CQUoF LuFy wuT KFWUIKF visibiu[]
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The chain Ls complete.
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No voice dominated. Dominance requires a frame.
The frame was distributed.

ATIS 1S ATL =Ix51 50l ATLXL 1N ALAN7JLS LOSILX 17 xLe€ AT e WNTI4 LISL
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She did not intervene. Intervention would imply
a preferred resolution. There was none.

caullation

camaation

camaant ion

The errors did not accumulate. They distributed.
No single copy was correct. ALL coples were
sufficient.

RBEY LETHAN PP IS TELN bl I HHEIVC T Ut B HEE RN He 1Y

STL C7L5 1771 %975 1TL SUILd ©7LS 171 xL3=IxL TLx 17

Vz (Claim(z) — Contested(x))
vz (Contested(xz) — Continued(z))

~Vz (Continued(z) — Survives(z))
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Incoherentia XX: De Portu et TranslLatione

The port did not recelve.

It transformed.

Arrival was not preservation.

It was selection under constraint.

CY L PASRCH L] N H N
AL SalqaeeR

Il E7YT

The crates opened without ceremony.

Nothing inside Ldentified Ltself.

DIV

fnanDGn

traoma lation
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The words did not degrade into silence.
They degraded into alternatives.
Each form partially correct.

None recoverable as original.

000<0e —!:0 D000 1iu::u‘iD == 1~0/1]1n

1 1S A7450LL 321 177 cLellirs|iL

No one attempted to decode LE.
Decoding requires a stable key.

The key had already diverged.

o s & 07

The name was written and then f;y‘dh-J continued
without Lt.

The sentence did not fatl.

It restructured.

manuscn pt
trangiat An
cnmm nfany

traym nt

The missing Letters did not prevent use.

They prevented certainty.
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Vz (Arrives(z) — Altered(z))
Vz (Altered(x) — Usable(z))

—dz (Arrives(z) APreserved(z))
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La Transmision

No fue el texto Lo que viajé.
0 no solLamente.

Lo que se desplazaba de un Lugar a otro no era una obra terminada, ni
un argumento cerrado, sino algo més inestable: una forma de continuar
hablando sin garantizar el mismo sentido.

En el puerto, Las cajas se abrian con una mezcla de prisa y descuido.
Los nombres se repetian en voz alta, pero cada repeticidén Los alteraba
Ligeramente.

—¢Esto dice “Ibn Rushd”? —preguntd uno de Los cargadores.
—Eso parece —respondid otro—. 0 algo parecido.

EL escriba tomd el documento, fruncié el cefio, y volvid a trazar Las
Letras con tinta fresca. No corregla. Ajustaba.

A unos pasos de distancia, Aisha observaba sin intervenir. Habla
aprendido que La transmisitdn no dependla de La fidelidad, sino de
La continuidad. Un error no detenlia el proceso. A veces Lo hacla
posible.

Saladin estaba junto a ella, mirando Las cajas como st intentara
entender qué parte de aquello realmente iLmportaba.

—SiL cambian Los nombres —dijo—, ¢éno cambia también Lo que significan?
Atsha tardé en responder.
-S{ —dijo finalmente—. Pero no necesariamente deja de funcionar.

Un hombre pasd junto a ellos cargando un volumen mal cerrado. AlLgunas
hojas se deslizaron y cayeron al suelo. Nadie se detuvo de inmediato.
EL hombre sitguid caminando. Otro recogidé una de Las hojas, La mird
brevemente, y La colocd en La pila equivocada.

Atsha Lo vio. No dijo nada.

—¢éNo vas a corregirlo? —preguntd Saladin.

ELLa negd.

—No puedo corregir todo —dijo—. Y no todo necesita ser corregido.
—Entonces, édcémo sabes qué iLmporta?

Atsha Lo mird por primera vez directamente.

—No Lo sé —dijo—. Lo descubro viendo qué sobrevive.

EL ruldo del puerto aumenté a medida que el dia avanzaba. Voces
en diferentes Lenguas se cruzaban sin necesidad de coincidir. Nada
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completamente estable. Nada completamente perdido.

Saladin se inclind y recogid una hoja que el viento habla empujado
hacla sus pies. La sostuvo con cuidado.

—¢Puedes Leer esto? —preguntd.

Atlsha se acercd. Observd La pégina. Las palabras Le resultaban
familiares, pero no exactas. Hablan cambilado. O quizd ella habla
cambiado.

-S{ —dijo—. Creo que si.

=¢y significa Lo mismo?

Atsha dudé. Luego negdé suavemente.
—No exactamente.

Saladin asintié, como siL esa fuera La Unica respuesta que tenia
sentido.

DoblLando La hoja, La colocé de nuevo entre Las otras. No en su Lugar
ortginal. En uno posible.

EL trabajo continué. Las cajas se cerraron. Los nombres fueron
escritos otra vez. VY otra vez cambilaron.

AL final del dia, nada estaba exactamente donde habla comenzado.
Y sin embargo, nada se habla detenido.
Eso, pensd Alsha, era suficiente.
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Incoherentia XXI: De Scriptorium et CopiLa

The room did not speak.

It produced.

Each mark required time. Time required separa-
tion.

e coplen wit-hout knowing what (4 befng preserved

The hand did not accelerate. Acceleration de-
stroys form.

-

° - £ o 2 o ot o o~ ° °
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- s Nus

He did not read LE.

He reproduced Lt.

The distinction was sufficient.
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caplta lliat wtopianlan

capltallat utopianian

capltaliat wtopianian

The correct form did not dominate.

It circulated among approximations.

AvenrNnoen.

Av'eLN0en.

The name remained.

The voice did not.

"EPTESS An nt lac

Damage did not prevent copying.

It redistributed certainty.



Va (Copy(z) — Survives(z))
dz (Meantng(z) A —Copiled(z))

2V (Survives(z) — Meaning(x))

The conclusion appears valid.

It Ls not.

The error Ls preserved.

As alLl errors are.

STL xLA74NLS 1TV ITL L7 17 [1714Lx ALIIT77145 17 118 7x14117

She does not correct the hand.

Correction would reduce survival.

§7in: {70
TITLETING D7J-TL I

felizl )2 §72TNIALT

Drip

171 IcLNivelr
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Intercalatio: De Arbore et Volatu

The tree stands sLightLy apart from the others,
not iLsolated, but with enough space around it
that its full shape can be taken in at once.
Its trunk rises with a gradual, almost hesitant
widening at the base, as iLf Lt had once adjusted
ittself to the ground and then decided to remain.
The bark Ls not uniform. In some places Lt Lies
flLat and close, smooth enough to reflect a dull
sheen of Light, while in others Lt LiLFts iLn thin
pLates, curling at the edges, exposing a darker
Layer beneath. There are shallow fissures running
vertically, not deep enough to divide, but enough
to suggest a sLow and continuous separation that
never completes.

The branches begin higher than expected. For
several feet the trunk is uninterrupted, a column
that holds itself without deviation, and then,
almost all at once, the structure opens. Limbs
extend outward iLn uneven directions, not symmet-
rically, but with a balance that only becomes
apparent when seen as a whole.

Leaves gather densely toward the outer portions
of the canopy. Up close, they are small and
trregular, each one sLightLy different in shape,
but from a distance they merge into a continuous
surface that filters the Light into a shifting
pattern below. The wind moves through them with-
out urgency. It does not pass evenly. Certain
clusters respond first, trembling Ln place, while
others remain stillL for a moment Longer, and
then follow, as though the motion were being
transmitted through an unseen delay.

The ground beneath the tree iLs worn, though not
barren.

For a while, nothing happens.
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Then, without warning or preparation, the first
bird arrives.

It does not descend gradually. It appears in
motion already committed, wings adjusting only
at the Last moment, the body angling to meet a
particular branch. The Landing iLs precise but
not delicate. The branch dips sLightly under the
added weight, then returns, oscillating once be-
fore settling. The bird holds still, head turning
once, quicklLy, as Lf verifying iLts position.

A second bird follows, then a third, not in a
coordinated pattern, but not entirely iLndependent
etther. They arrive from different directions,
but within a narrow span of time that suggests a
shared decision made elsewhere.

Soon there are many.

They do not fLLL the tree evenly. Certain branches
collect them, forming dense Lines of bodies facing
roughly the same direction, while other branches
remain empty, not avoided, but not chosen. Thelr
motion does not cease after Landing. It changes
form.

The sound begins after the settling.

At first Lt Ls Uintermittent, individual calls
that do not align. Then Lt thickens, not into a
unified chorus, but into a field of overlapping
stgnals. No single call dominates, yet none are
entirely Lost. The result iLs not noise, exactly,
but something structured at a Level that resists
immediate parsing.

One bird Leaves.

Its departure is abrupt, the inverse of Lits
arrival. It pushes off, wings opening iLnto the
space Lt had just occupied, and iLs gone before
the surrounding birds have fully responded. The
branch LiLfts slightlLy iLn iLts absence. For a
moment, there Ls a small gap where Lt had been,
a visible interruption iLn the Line.

Another bird moves into that space.

Not immediately, and not by direct iLntention that
can be observed, but the gap does not remain.
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The birds remain for a time that iLs neither brief
nor extended enough to establish a rhythm. Then,
as without warning as they arrived, they begin
to Leave.

Not all at once.

One, then another, then several in quick succes-
ston. The branches Lighten incrementally. The
sound thins. The structure that had formed dis-
solves without reversing itself. There Ls no
final departure, no Last bird that marks the end.

At some point, the tree Ls simply empty again.
It is not the same as before.

Nothing visible has changed. The bark is as it
was. The branches hold their positions. The
Leaves continue to move with the wind.

And yet the space retains a trace of the arrange-
ment that occupied iLt, not as a visible residue,
but as a condition that could recur.

The tree stands.
It does not anticipate.
It does not remember.

But the possibility remains, suspended iLn the same
way the Leaves hold Light, waiting for nothing
itn particular, and for that reason, available to
everything that might arrive.

Drip.



Interludium: Dialogus Post Ignem

Averrogs: It was never fire.
prosgcuTor: It was witnessed.
Averrogs: That Ls not the same.

prosecyTor: It Ls the only thing the crowd pos-
sesses.

(INT (2 ATLn exL 177 084194 AT Tr55LLT

CINT (2 AL exL r341946 AT F1 T70i0s

prosgcuTor: You removed the wonder.
Averrogs: T removed the Lie.

prosgcuTor: There Ls no difference to them.
P 2 oir v
g,.\.«” g:,:“) :CL.)W
SALADIN: I saw the cause

zaymas: And LE did not save you.

saradin: No.
Zaynas: Then what did it do?

sarzabin: It removed the excuse.

SALALnv: 1 st Il Ingt ¢t

LAY AL you lnct t ganli

Zaynas: Patn has causes.

sazradbin: S0 does silence.

SLAXLY XIN; rAL 4291 3L LY

SLAXLCXIN: xL50177 cLsix7ns niLie

carary: And truth?

sgcreTARY: Truth Us not scalable.
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cariey: Belilef Us.

secreTARY: Exactly.

AzsuA: You could have spoken sooner.
averrogs: It would not have mattered.
Azsya: It matters now.

Averrogs: 0.

Assya: Then why speak?

(LLXXZLY: seave=se SILL sLaedL T4 =5T esliL =x74 r4xLL-
mn

AisyA: And now?

Averrogs: Nlow Lt Ls Lndistinguishable from con-
sequence.

prosgcyTor: 1 believed.

Averroes: T know.

prosgcyTor: That was not deception.
AVerRRrROgs: 0.

rrosgcuTor: Then why does it feel Like betrayal?

FLLXX7L: sLar=se ATL SUSILY 072 1x29ILE xLIZIXLE H7= 17 XL—
del1 et

pros¢cuTor: And now?

Averroes: Nlow you must decide whether to con-
tinue.

(INT(: u7= ©7 171 ALLE 17 #9174 T74

(INT(: w72 LLe 17 171 9175

sarabin: Does Lt change anything?
Zaynas: Yes.

saradin: hat?

ZAYNABR: It NemOven the Lle,



sarabin: And the pain?

Zaynas: Remains.

SCICSIY: ATLY ATH €708 11 deniLx

NINCA;: sLie=sL 174 11 409177 3L xLAsSISILT

Drip

101



Incoherentia XXII: De Parisiis et DissolLutione

The city did not gather knowledge.

It distributed disagreement.

No statement held.

ALL statements persisted.

s oo Srer S oG

WaSL IS Gxl7x saalall G:\J" L.w\—«“

cau € 1n€s nnt halg

not-hing wrecedean

NI PO 155 e TS M PA P e

Jdz (Cause(x) A —Cause(x))

No contradiction collapsed the system.
Collapse requires exclLusivity.

Exclusivity was not enforced.

177 r55Lrx

She was present.

Presence did not require detection.
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The symbol did not interrupt.
It replaced nothing.
It referred to nothing.

this vvas ance¢ IGgiblf

RIS HE TN S HV

LIS |5 17 1704Lx ¢ 0L AOIL47 XN

e BNEEHS) L B DLW TR TR R EH

No one responded.
Response requires attribution.

Attribution had dissolved.

Vx (Statement(x) — Persists(z))
Vz (Persists(z) — —Resolved(x))

~3z (True(z) A False(z))
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The proof did not conclude.

It circulated.

179TI4 xLS7ILLS 17T 114 9175

€ven th ny cant nyes

Drip
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Interludium: De Insula Animalium

There was once a fox who found himself alone on
an tsland.

He did not remember arriving. He remembered
the water, and then the absence of Lt, and then
the sand.

At first, he believed the iLsland to be empty.
This belief was sufficient for several days. He
walked its Length, which did not change, and its
width, which did not increase, and concluded
that nothing Lived there but himself.

He began, therefore, to arrange the place. He
gathered shells into Lines, not because they
needed arranging, but because arrangement made
the iLsland easter to traverse. He marked a
path between two stones, though the path had
already existed in his movement. He returned
to the same place repeatedly until Lt began to
resemble a center.

On the fifth day, he discovered tracks. They
did not resemble his own. They were smaller,
and deeper at the front, as though the creature
that made them carried iLts welght differently.

He followed them. This was not a decisiton.

The tracks Led to a clearing he had already
visited, though not in the same configuration.
There, beneath a bent tree, he found a tortoise.

The tortoise did not appear surprised.

You have been heste {0 4Ome tine, satd the fox.
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The tortoise did not answer immediately. This
delay did not indicate hesitation.

1 have been hese Long enous+, the tortoise sald.

The fox constidered this. It was not an answer
to his question, but Lt did not contradict LE.

They began, without agreement, to share the
tstand. The fox continued to move. The tortoise
continued to remain.

Between them, paths formed. Some of these paths
were used by both. Some were not.

The fox attempted, at first, to explain the
tsland. He described iLts boundaries, iLts re-
sources, the plLaces where water could be found
after rain.

The tortoise Listened without interrupting.

You apeak aa though the caland wese {ixed, SalLd The
tortoise.

The fox did not immediately understand.

It cu fixed enous4, he replied.

The tortolse did not disagree.

Days passed, though not always in sequence. The
fox buillt a shelter. The tortoise did not. The
shelter held. It held because the fox returned
to Lt. It did not hold fFor the tortoise.

At some point, though neither could tdentify
when, the fox ceased to think of the iLsland as



empty. He did not replace this thought with
another.

Instead, he adjusted his movement. He Left
spaces unoccupied. He followed paths he had
not made.

One morning, the fox found that the tracks had
changed. They were still present. They no
Longer Led anywhere he could follow.

He returned to the clearing. The tortolse was
there. This did not explain the tracks.

You ase Looking fon continuity, salLd the tortolse.

veua, satld the fox.

The tortoise considered this.

1t (4 not aLways provided, e SalLd.

The fox did not argue. Argument would have
required a fixed point of comparison.

They continued, as before, though not in the
same way. The iLslLand did not become Larger. It
became more traversable.

At no point did etther anitmal conclude that the
tsLand had been understood.

This did not prevent them from remaining.

ATLI 77UI=LE ANT7=3 xLS710L[146 ATL I5)eqc

Drip
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De Continuitate Apparente

In the absence of any remaining global con-
straint that would enforce a single interpre-
tive frame, the system does not collapse but
itnstead redistributes Lts requirements across
the Local structure of the page. What had
previously been experienced as instability be-
comes, under sufficient exposure, a condition
of ordinary operation. The reader does not
resolve this condition but rather adapts to L,
supplying continuity where none iLs guaranteed
and tolerating divergence where none can be
eLiminated.

This adaptation does not occur through error
correction in the conventional sense. Mo exter-
nal standard iLs reintroduced, and no prior state
tLs recovered. Instead, the reader develops a ca-
pacitty to traverse multiple representations of
the same underlying structure without requiring
them to coincide. In this way, inconsistency
ceases to function as a signal of failure and
becomes instead a mode of persistence, allowing
the system to continue operating even in the
absence of equivalence between iLts components.

At this point, Lt Ls no Longer meaningful to
distinguish between what iLs preserved and what
tLs altered, since preservation Ltself has come
to depend upon the capacity to tolerate alter-
ation. The system therefore maintains iLtself
not by enforcing Ldentity, but by permitting
sufficient compatibility among Lts elements to
allow continued traversal. This compatibility
s never complete, but Lt iLs always enough.

The consequence Ls that continuation no Longer
requires Jjustification. The page does not need
to prove that Lt Ls coherent Ln order to be read,
nor does Lt need to establish that Lts statements
can be reconciled within a single consistent
framework. It proceeds, instead, by allowing
each statement to persist alongside those that
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contradict Lt, without collapsing into silence
or resolving itnto a final synthestis.

This iLs not a resolution. It is not even a
stable equilibrium iLn the classical sense. It
ts, rather, a condition in which the absence of
resolution no Longer prevents continuation. The
system remains operative precisely because Lt
does not require Lts own complLetion, and because
each of Lts elements Ls able to function without
betng fully determined by the others.

For this reason, the distinction between con-
ststency and iLnconsistency becomes increasingly
difficult to maintain, not because the system
has achieved perfect coherence, but because the
criterta by which coherence would be measured
no Longer apply uniformly across its structure.
What persists Ls not agreement, but the capacity
to continue iLn the presence of disagreement, and
to do so without requiring that disagreement be
eLiminated.

In this sense, the system does not end. It
becomes indistinguishable from the conditions
under which Lt is read, and therefore continues
wherever those conditions can be reproduced.
What remains is not a conclusion, but a mode
of operation that no Longer depends on the
possibility of closure.

s
o ¢ oo o

ARSI
the nature of Lack

The system continues without requiring that it
remain the same.
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Incoherentia XXIII: De Fine Quod Non Est Fints

He stands at the window.

He does not open LE.

What can be seen:

a street that continues past the point of
attention

a wall with repairs that do not match

a shadow that does not correspond to a visible
object

£oUed AT FToes seeY dxpnsaniney

a door that has been closed recently

a second door that has not been opened iLn years
d7LLILN ANT7=0 LISIAIL 7x1411

a cart that hesitates before turning

two voices that do not resolve into words
a hand withdrawn before contact

28inthat haslast pantatitselt

a reflection iLn glass that does not align
a window across the street

someone standing behind Lt

not Looking back

a Line of water along stone

not flowing

not still

f(x) # f(x)

a bird that changes direction without warning
a second bird that does not

the space between them
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a child counting incorrectly
correcting nothing

continuing

A7N1=2077 ANT 723 V7xxLVI79

a figure passing through Light
becoming Legible
then not

Snam¢th ny thty &clan ¢ b tnarg

a sound that could be water
or not

or something that replaced it
Drip

1771 ITL SrdL

Drip

a pattern in the stone
followed once

not followed again

dx A —dzx

a mark iLn a script no Longer recognized
SRR T2 U0

a second mark

not functioning

CISSLXxLI\L ANT727 ©1911I71

difference without distinction

He does not record aLl of LE.

He records enough.

What cannot be seen:
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the moment before the door was closed
the decisiton to turn
the cause of hesitation

the¢ panttht Jijntan niye
the first version of the mark
the correction that was not made

ITL LLXSI71 T A7S)C TrLL xLS7/LLY

the reason Lt did not
—(complLete)
—(Final)

The window rematns closed.

The view does not stabilize.

EEJUH [ g A IS D aib B
everything continues

everything continues

He steps back.

Nothing resolves.

The page holds.
That iLs sufficient.
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The system continues with one remaining =st==cmeoe.
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