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FLOWER WARS 
eee THE FIELD BETWEEN WORLDS 33@—q. 

BEFORE EMPIRES COLLAPSED. 
BEFORE STRANGERS ARRIVED. 

THERE WAS A WAR 
THAT OBEYED ITS OWN 

RULES. 

THIS IS THE STORY 
OF THE FLOWER WARS. 

THE FIELD | 
OF AGREEMENT 

RULES & BOUN HONOR MEMOR 
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A FIELD OF RULES. 

A CIVILIZATION OF BOUNDARIES. 
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‘There were many ways 
torule. 

Many ways 
to take. 

Some empires 
sought glory. 
Some sought fear. 

But between two. 

great cities, something 

different was built. 

Not conquest. 
Not submission. 

An agreement. 



A younger Tlacaelel 
entered the house 
of records, 

Not aw. 
Not wearing armor. 
Astatesman 
carrying knowledge. 

He not 
strange 

Victories kept coming. 

But the numbers 

did not make sense. 

The more the empire 
gained, the less 

it felt in control. 



But the reports e.g === Stores ran low. 
_from the pr ; 2 Pa) |e People left 
were not the same. F ss b at) Taxes fell. 

More land. 

Less control. 

More enemies. 

held more places 
could hold. 

Something was wrong 
with the way 

the empire worked. 



In the temples, 

he searched 

what others 

had forgotten. 

To renew 

th 

If it had been lost, 

more land would 

never be enough 

vould need 

id where 

the rules could 



ttle what must be settled. 
what must be tested. 

sement, 

what he asked 
was strange. 

‘What is the 

point of war, 

city does not 
us, why would 

times were 
changing. 

And the 
empire 
could not 
ignore what 
was breaking, 



The field came first. 
The battle came second. 

Every town had 
to agree where 
the war would 
be fought. 

the other half 
af the ceremony. 



After the first battle, 
the council did 
not celebrate. 

They set rules. 

t A= 

These were not prayers. seca ‘ The rules were few. 
They were agreements. [EE Ge MBO\ NN The meaning was deep. 

eutral ground. 

To break a rule 
would not end 

the war. 

Th was 
stronger than 

any army.



‘The agreement 
was broken. 

The markers were 

torn down. 

The dead were 
not honored. 

The violation " A And the agreement 

was recorded. ge could not be ignored. 





reement 
was broken, 
but the future 
was not lost. 

Let the markers 
stand, not 

boundaries, 

but as memory. 

ns were 
d down. 

The field has 
shown us truth 

Not strength 

alone 

We will 

cour children 

what you he 
shown 

Then let 
honor the living 
and remember | 

Let peace be \ 
B the harder path 

we choose 

anyway. 

So that the 

future might 



ERS 

a 

| [= 
iad 
< a. | OO 

Zz. 
= a4 
bo 
S 

B
s
 

aa 
DY 
sal 
ee 
fam 

= ‘e. 
[a4 
ae 



The first sign 
was not a soldier. 
Itwas a footprint. 

Tt was larger 

than his head. 

No one knew 
what they were 
seeing. 

The field had met something 
outside itself 



The reports 
were incoherent. 

They take metal, 

make thunder but they do not 

and smoke , : trade like we do. 

Only that something had 
entered the world that 
did not belong to it. 



=, NO BOUNDAR 

They did not 
knor ule had 

been broken. 

The field had met 
something outside 
itself 



~~ 3) x i a Diplomacy. § eI oe They brought gifts. 
The leaders of the 
eld chose the path 

of peace 

Sok. 

BOTH SIDES BELIEVED THEY UNDERSTOOD. 

The qu 
no longer wh be ome cone 

more dangerous, 

CAN A FIELD SURVIVE CONTACT 

WITH PEOPLE WHO CANNOT SEE IT? 
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The field was not conquered. 

The field stopped being shared. 



Reports arrived from the coast. 
Strange men. 
Strange animals. 
Strange ship 

A civilization 
understands the world 
by sorting it. 

can be 
negotiated 

But every answer 
assumed 
the question already 

E} belonged 
to the world 

was interpreted 
anyway. 



Both believed 
‘communication 
was occurring 

relationships. 
| Relatio 
established obligatio 

One side believed they 
had begun a relationship. 
The other believed they 
had discovered a fortune. 



The empire 
understood enemies. 

The empire 
understood alles. 

The empire 
understood rivals. 

What it did 

not understand 

‘was motion. 

The reports 
arrived faster 

than the maps jase 
could stabilize. 

Every explanation 
worked somewhere. 

None worked 

everywhere. 

The field had 
always reduced 
uncertainty, 

Now uncertainty 
‘was multiplying, 

The problem 
was no longer 
the strangers. 

The problem was 
that nobody 
where the strangers 
ended. 

A system survives 
when it can predict 

the consequences 
of action. 

The predictions 
were beginning 



pen: 
captured. 

What hap, 
not breaking a rule. 

ied et 

into participan 

asformed 

participants into 

begun to 

inside the s) 

Then came 

‘The old field 

transform 

t 



‘Veterans 
began to see it 
Something 

The field was 
not bre 

And nobody 
knew how 
to stop a 
consumption 
without a rule. 

together. They show 
allies, rivals, routes, and 
obligations. 

“Today that city was 
ours. Tomor 

changing faster 
than the empire 
could understand, 

looked complete 

The world they 
described was 

no longer re the field 
cannot be 
held together. 



enter an empty world. 
hey entered a world 

already filed with 

Tlaxcala was not 
part of the Mexica 
system 
It lived beside it. 

The strangers 
changed every 
calculation. 

‘There w 

never one field. 

‘There were 

A Mariogs Connetion 
Trade Rowe 
“Tita Reonip 

them, It concerns 
everyone. ‘And endangered 

‘worlds of meaning. 

The strangers became 
powerfil becau 
fields around them 

re already in motion. 



The first signs 
did not look like 
conquest. 

Different explanations 
were offered. 

None were sufficient 

The fie 

losing pai 

‘The rituals 
remained. 4 continued. 

The people {eam a But fev 
didnot. faa f z vwoict 

answered. 

participation. 

Te was an absence. 

‘The world 

remained, 

The 
maintained it 
did not. 



[ Tue Last FLOWER WAR 

‘The combatants 
ped into 

‘The boundary 
stone stil marks f 
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The stone remained. 
a 

The field did not. 

4



A new world 
had been found. 

Wealth. 

Souls to save. 

Futures to build. 

He believed he had come 

to help build something 
lasting. 

He did not yet know what 

had already been broken. 



INCEDIDAS. 

survive 

they appear 
y from the inside, 



The first crack appeare: 
when he starts 



He asked 

questions. 

Simple ones, 

Why did your 
people fight the 
Fl them. 

And the world fj 

Did you conquer 
others to 
their land? 

Do you believe 

ame to save 
your souls? 

We do not 
believe your Ge 

If your world 
was not savage, 
what was it? 

Tf our faith is 
true, does it 

need conquest? 

If power can 
destroy a world, 
can it also 
reveal truth? 

What if conquest 

had mistaken power 

for truth? 



He traveled 

through a world 
that still appe 
organized. 



He could not 

restore the field. 

He could describe 

its disappearance. 

Nobody 
agreed. 

Once a field collapses, 
even the memory of it 
becomes contested. 

no longer what 
had happened. 

Sometimes 
vations 

reveal themselves 

through the 
questions they ask. 



BPN ercceee 

He could not 

restore the field. 

leave traces of 

it behind. 



iE CHRONICLER 

He could 

the field. 

He could 

only leave 

traces. 

ae! 

WuaT REMAINS 

Sometim: 

the su: 

are not 

the people. 

Sometimes 

the survivors 

are the 

memories. 



a 

F THE FIEL 
Every field is inhabited by people. 

R SE 

TLACAELEL ; = 4} Moctezuma II 
Statesman and reformer. y OREN Emperor of Tenochtitlan. 

Sought a form of war that c ‘ { events that no inherite 
preserve the world that cor 

Builder of the field. 

Tue Bounpary STONE 

The field itself. 

The silent participant 
in every chapter. 

HERNAN Cortes = 4) BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS 
Conquistador. a Priest and chronicler. 

Arrived from beyond the field. . 6 Witnessed the aftermatth. 
Operated according to different g He could not re: iat had been lost. 
assumptions, different goals, He preserved its memory. 

This story is not about heroes and villains. 

It is about fields of meaning. 

& 
How they are built. 

How they are inhabited. 

How they collapse. 
And how traces remain 

long after the people who created them are gon: 


