RULES.
THIS IS THE STORY

BEFORE STRANGERS ARRIVED.
THERE WAS A WAR
THAT OBEYED ITS OWN

RULES < BOUNDARIES 4 RESTRAINT < HONOR < MEMORY
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A FIELD OF RULES.
A CIVILIZATION OF BOUNDARIES.
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There were many ways

to rule.

Many ways
to take,

Some empires
sought glory.
Some sought fear.

But between two

great cities, something
different was built.
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Not conquest.
Not submission.

An agreement.
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A younger Tlacaelel
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He studied maps - = . Eat W He counted people,

of cities and roads. A" = ) \ o G2 AW |\ armies, and captives.

He noticed something

sbrange.

Victories kept coming.
But the numbers

cdid not make sense.

The more the Empiﬂ:

gained, the less
it ﬁ:{t in control.




Victories

kept coming:.

e

But the reports L O RASEENE e ) Stores ran low.
from the provinces | §— . . o ':f' People left.

were not the same. i ' : 4l Taxes fell.

The numbers

More land.

did not make sense.
Less control.

More enemies.
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gl} The distant cities
; il';‘i

spoke of neglect.
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Something was wrong
with the way

the empire worked.

But what?




In the temples,
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TI’h‘:}f did not seek
to dﬂ.s;tm}r the other,
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to maintain balance.

To renew

the agreement.

If it had been lost,

more [E.'l]"'ld. WY L-lf L'.I
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He would need
a field where
the rules could

he ;‘li.ﬁ;?nmf..




Tlacaelel brought
his idea before

the council.
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Smaller wars? _ e TR If a city does not
Mant ic ihe # = ;
What is the = B ‘ﬁ‘. e, T fear us, why would
point of war, [T S it obey us?

The point is not
destruction.
The point is E

e then?

a ht-'lﬂg_ﬁeld-

H"“'H:‘_ﬁt'[d holds,
the 'penpiﬂ hold.
[fthe 'F‘.I'ECI'FIE hold,

the empire holds.

To settle what must be settled.
Not to erase.

To test what must be tested. W e

To open a path for agreement.

To fight, but
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o CEEN e =
?éﬁﬁ) dy Yet the
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was silent. g o what he asked ! | R 0 F times were

was strange. bk changing.

The council - He knew

And the
empire
could not
ignore what
was hreaking,
But stranger
than the truth

was the way

they ruled.



The field came first.

The battle came second.
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Every town had . L P g The enemy was not a surprise.
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The field was

now alive.

The field had

been broken.  Hsi
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After the first battle,
the council did

not celebrate.
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These were not prayers, § o A A S The rules were few. [
They were agreements. B85 § Sovar VI & RS ok The mr:aﬂéng was deep. [
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The warriors are the nn!_y ones

who fight.

Mo city, no tr"mp.:. no home

may hi* touched.

When the signal is given,
the war ends.

The dead are honored.
The living return.

To break a rule ..,.__ * L3 . _1 - B 1t would end

would not end [T 4R . ' T - s the agreement.
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And the agreement
could not be ignored

For ﬁ,w,
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The agreement
J

was broken.
A city marched
not honored.
was recorded.

into the field.
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The agreement
was broken,
but the future
was not lost.

The ﬁt_ ld has

ik shown us truth.

when we fight Not strength

without end. i
alone.

We will teach
our children
what you have
shown us h}t‘Lq.}'.

Let the markers B0 Ik : ¥ b/ Thenletus ¥

stane, not as 2 : 4 A : . |r honor the living
' " |

boundaries, W L il P. | - I|I and remember .."
> 1 i e |

but as memory. A8 D 2 4 Inty * N _ it : : #_ thedead. /

o

Let peace be
the harder path
we choose

2| 'F"l}"'r'r' ﬂ.}-‘ :

And the memory
of the field

remained.

So that the
Juture might

be wiser than
s e} e |

Lessons were

passed down the past.
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The first sign
was not a soldier.
It was a footprint.
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It was larger

than his head.

No one knew
what they were

seeing.

The ﬁe[d had met snmeth[ng
outside Etse[ﬁ




The reports

were incoherent.

Strangers on
animals we have

never seen!

Tl"l{’.}-’ wear
shining skins.

The council
assembled.

Their weapons
make thunder

and smoke.

htr;-mgu: rs

from the

north.

They came from

the sea!

Great animals—
like deer—but tl'ru;'_g.-f

carry men!

There are many
of them, and more

come each day.

Traders
seeking
gold.

1

They take metal,
but they do not
trade like we do.
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Only that something had

entered the world that
did not hE|cmg to it.




They did not
know a rule had

1 g2

5 by

IScl T EN

.rﬂ 1

—_ - ,-_:‘.- '..,_q_""'"-.- .l"‘"lﬂl"l"'-i-_-ll
" a -..L v —
Ty .
o aa l

L

e . e ity By "o,
. = N

A

. N0

e
4

L
it
b1
]
.

iy

The field had met

something outside
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.. They brought gifts.
The leaders of the [ B B ¥t | They offered food.

field chose the path  ([IRSEEEESREA AR BRI | They spoke words

of peace. ; - LR LS of friendship.

They followed the SEEENEEISERES They spoke with They expected M | ¥ The strangers saw
ways of respect. (SRR open hands and - understanding. | 1 S things they had never
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They accept o Peace will guide B B8 These people fear |8 These gifts are : They are prepared

Our f;'if;'n.:[r-'.h[p, , whatl comes next. . ! Our power. ' :\."g.-’ﬂ'll".!'[}l.‘i u_rw:_-'adih. 3 to ui'.u..f}-'.

BOTH SIDES BELIEVED THEY UNDERSTOOD., ' NEITHER SIDE INHABITED THE SAME FIELD.
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The question was The q_ut:sticm had
no lo nger whether the

become something

field could survive its R
! o far more dangerous.
own violations.

WITH PEOPLE WHO CANNOT SEE IT?
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Reports arrived from the coast.
Strange men.

Strange animals.

Strange ships.

Ambassadors. o AENATE SR 5 | Mercenaries. il s o e g /| Every report

Rival ' ; e € W was placed

Traders. somewhere.

-

A civilization They are U W Then they

understands the world another can be

kingdom.

by sorting it. negotiated

But every answer
assumed

the question already
belonged

to the world

they knew.
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The second was diplomacy.

had discovered a fortune.

The interpretation was not. ¢
One side believed they

had begun a relationship.
The other believed they
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The empire What it did

not understand

understood enemies.

The empire was motion.

understood allies.

The empire

understood rivals.

NP ot - T i TR e | Every explanation
The reports RNE e o S TR - =l i _ A 4

. - R e oE M T e 1L Pl o 8l worked somewhere.
arrived faster g e _ _ s o | | aEaERET

than the maps
could stabilize.

None worked

everywhere.

The field had
always reduced

uncertainty,

Now uncertainty

was multiplying.

The pmblem

was no longer

The problem was
that nobody knew

the strangers. where the strangers
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A system survives
when it can predict
ﬂ‘lv:‘. mnr;Equenctﬁ

of action.

The predictions

were beginning

to fail.




In the old feld,
defear still had
a place.

A captive remained

inside the system.

Then came
victories that

pmduced nm.hing.

8 The strangers were ‘

not breaking a rule, |

The old field
transformed enemies

INto participants.

The new war
transformed
participants into

losses.

The cycle had
begun to disappear.

The held knew
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For generations, Then came bateles

2 ey LF
the field returned. that returned nothing,
Defear fed the -;}-EE-:.
The cycle gave meaning

to the feld.

. : | - x - Victories that did not feed
Veterans L I . No caprives,
: : J . s N the cycle were not victories.
began to see it. S yERE MNo return. !
. . ] 25 A0 ok - IR They were losses that
Something ; _ Bl No exchange. R
o =i s looked like victories.
Was Imissing.

It was being ~ [IRNES % <8 : T ) And nobody
consumed Ny, ] ' = N knew how
1o stop a
COT51 rﬂ-P‘t 10T

without a rule.

Today that city was
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1= I But the reports

no longer matched ours. lomornow it

The maps held the empire o~ = the maps. VRS ot At
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together. They showed . i AN reason changed

allies, rivals, routes, arid
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The strangers did not
enter an empty world.
They entered a world
already filled with

nations.

Tlaxcala wasnot  § = & e (S| SR e me B They knew the field.
part of the Mexica | Tl WE Y But they occupied
system. . T g W - | SR different positions
It lived beside it. NN N g 22 - _ [ inside it.

The strangers

changed every
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The Mexica

think this concerns

Then why

Every choice
help the

them. It concerns Pr'f'SET"-'EI:‘_f one held.
everyone, And 1-_*m{:.1ng::rﬂl

another.

This was never
Spanim‘ds VET5US
Artecs,

It was a collision
between competing

worlds of meaning,

The strangers became
£

powerful because the

fields around them

were alrmr.l}f i motion.




The first signs
did not look like

c-:‘.mquesr.

No one saw ' No one understood Different explanations

: were offered.
an army, - the mechanism. bt

None were salticient,
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|w.t.lrlg participants
faster than it
could repair
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remained. P Y : et & continued.
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answered.

through

participation,

The collapse wa:
not a barcle.

It was an absence.
The world
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maintained it

did not.




THE LAST

=
The rules were
still remembered.
The roles were

still assipned,

The combarants
.t:tuit-g'.-ts.i Into

the circle.
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They fought
I
as the rules

demanded.

to complete
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The words were
spoken.
The |.'.-f[;:ring1_.

were made.

| THE BROKEN CIRCLE

1
i

The field h

The drums

were silent,

The offerings

rermnained.

[he cities

[ ]
still stood.

The boundas ¥

stone still marks

the held.

The held
no longer

EXISTS.

‘The pods
!

MOVl

6 Prayers.

But the
people whe
held the field
together were
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[he road

still existed.

The circle
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A new world

had been found.

Land. The system

Wealth " 4 y |\ AR AT, o s, ST seemed natural.
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Souls to save.

Futures to build.
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He believed he had come
to help build something
lasting.
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Rewards were given
tor service to Crown,

Church, and empire.

Jr:ll' e = =
: e -‘l..ﬁ"'-\ ‘.-.1I: ].anh-rf_-{.?.-‘f;rlilﬁ

He accepted what

CYLTyOne daroul ILI

him aq:c-ept:::'l.
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He reported what

was expected,

Most systems survive
because they appear

ordinary from the inside.




The first voices

were not rebels.

Nort warriors. [
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Ordinary lives carried

extraordinary memories.

He heard names.

T.h{: :-i[;l"l]'i'._"-f"n {!]II'.i not

fit the reports.

The tirst crack appeared

when he started |is:mning_




He asked

questions.

Simple ones.

Why did your
people fight the

Flower Wars?

o
For the world ";/
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to continue,

And when you

We honored
them.
And the world

turned again.

were defeated?

Did you conquer
others to take

their land?
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No. To invite
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them into
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Do you believe We do not If your world
WE came (o save believe your God Was Not savage,
your souls? needs armies. what was it?
If our faith is If power can
i destroy a world,

= P can it also T
need conguest. o

reveal truth?
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What if conquest

had mistaken power
for truth?




He traveled
through a world
that still :lppeun_ﬂ

organized.
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became places
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He could not
restore the field.
He could describe

its diﬂap pearance,

Nobody

agreed.

Once a field collapses,
even the memory of it

]E'.I'EL":J mes contes [E:d.

The question was
no longer what

had happened.

VALLADOLID, 1550-155

The question became:

Can ]|1-:_li§_1;{:|'u_'|us
E"L'-:T-!1lL'.'-i COVETT

themselves?

Are r|'|::]rr ﬁ!“:.r

human?

Can conguest
ever be
justified?

Sometimes
civilizations
reveal themselves
through the

questions they ask.
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Memory:

Uninhabiced.
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CHTIACY
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He could not
restore the field.
He could only
leave traces of

preserve a world that
it behind.

He was trying to
no longer existed.




THE CHRONICLER

He could
Nnot restore
the field.

He could

only leave

Lraces.

. S

WHAT REMAINS

e .

Sometimes
the survivors
are not

the ;muph':.

Sometimes
the survivors
are the

memories,

Sometimes
the survivors
are the

ques.'[iuns.
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TLACAELEL b e Wt MocTEZUMA 11

Statesman and reformer. ! g SR e s b Emperor of Tenochtitlan.
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Sought a form of war that could i v RS 57 5 N Faced events that no inherited
preserve the world that contained it. i LA 4 category could fully explain.

Builder of the field. ﬂ; Al A His challenge was not weakness.

e

[t was uncertainty.

The field irself.
The silent participant

n every ch apter.
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|ET ERNAN CORTES gL & M BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS
It B 4 Conquistador. . '-' e e Priest and chronicler.
= Arrived from beyond the field. e, Whttesced the s fienrnatih)

Operated according to different T AN He could nor restore what had been lost.
assumptions, different goals,
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2 He preserved its memory.
and different limits.
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I: Al Agent of collision.
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This story is not about heroes and villains.
It is about fields of meaning.
JAL T How they are built.
Tt L7 N e How they are inhabited.
ST = How they collapse.

And how traces remain
long after the people who created them are gone.
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